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When.a 
government 

is 
inits 

prime, 
the 

public 
good 

engages 
the 

a
t
t
e
n
t
i
o
n
 

of 
the 

whole: 
the 

strictest 
regard 

is p
a
i
d
 

to 
the 

qualifications 
of those 

who 
hold 

the offices 
of the 

state: 
virtue 

prevails; 
everything 

is m
a
n
a
g
e
d
 
with 

justice, prudence, 
and 

frugallty; 
the laws 

are 
fou nded 

on principles of 
equity 

rather than 
mere 

policy, 
and 

all the 
people 

are happy, 
But 

vice 
will 

increase 
with 

the 
riches 

and 
glory 

of 
an 

empire; 
and 

this 
gradually 

tends 
to 

corrupt 
the 

constitution, 
and 

in 
time 

bring 
on 

its 
dissolution. 

This 
may 

be 
considered 

not 
only 

as 
the 

natural 
effect 

of 
vice, 

buta 

righteous 
judgment 

of 
Heaven, 

especially 
upon 

a 
nation 

which 
has 

been 
favored 

with 
the 

blessings 
of 

religion 
and 

liberty, 
and 

is 
guilty 

of 
undervaluing 

them, 
and 

eagerly 
going 

into 
the 

gratification 
of 

avery 
list 

In 
this 

chapter 
(Isaiah 

1) 
the 

prophet 
describes 

the 
very 

corrupt 

state 
of 

Judah 
in 

his 
day, 

both 
as 

to 
religion 

a
n
d
 commean 

morality, 

and 
looks 

forward 
to 

that 
increase of 

wickedness 
which 

would 
bring 

on 
thelr 

desolation 
and 

captivity. 
They 

were 
"a 

sinful 
nation, 

a 
people 

laden 
with 

iniquity, 
a 
seed 

of 
evil-doers, 

children 
that 

were 

sorrupters, 
w
h
o
 

had 
forsaken 

the 
Lord, 

and 
p
r
o
v
o
k
e
d
 «the 

Holy 
One 

of 
israel 

to 
anger.” 

The 
whole 

body 
of 

the 
nation, 

from 
head 

to 
foot, 

was 
full 

of 
moral 

and 
political 

disorders, 
without 

any 
remaining 

soundness. 
Their 

religion 
was 

all 
mere 

ceremony 
and 

hypocrisy; 

and 
even 

the 
laws 

of 
c
o
m
m
o
n
 

justice 
and 

humanity 
were 

disregarded 
in 

their 
public 

courts. 
They 

had 
counselors 

and 
judges, 

but 
very 

different 
from 

those 
at 

the 
beginning 

of 
the 

c
o
m
m
o
n
w
e
a
l
t
h
.
 

Their princes 
were 

rebellious 
against 

Gad 
and 

the 
constitution 

of 
their 

country, 
and 

c
o
m
p
a
n
i
o
n
s
 

of 
thieves, 

giving 

c
o
u
n
t
e
n
a
n
c
e
 

to 
every 

artifice 
for 

seizing 
the 

property 
of 

the 
subjects 

into 
their 

own 
hands, 

and 
r
o
b
b
i
n
g
 

the 
public 

treasury. 
Everyone 

loved 
gifts, 

and 
followed 

after 
rewards: 

they 
regarded 

the 

perquisites 
more 

than 
the 

duties 
of 

their 
office; 

the 
general 

aim 
was 

at 
profitable 

places 
and 

pensions; 
they 

were 
influenced 

in 

everything 
by 

bribery; 
and 

their 
avarice 

and 
luxury 

were 
never 

satisfied, 
but 

hurried 
them 

on 
to 

all 
kinds 

of 
oppression 

and 

violence, 
so 

that 
they 

even 
justified 

and 
encouraged 

the 
murder 

of 

innocent 
persons 

to 
support 

their 
lawless 

power 
and 

increase 
th 

wealth, 
And 

G
o
d
,
 in 

righteous 
judgment, 

left 
therm 

to 
run 

into 
all this 

excess 
of 

vice, 
to 

their 
own 

destruction, 
because 

they 
had 

forsaken 

him, 
and 

were 
guilty 

of 
willful 

inattention 
to 

the 
most 

essential 
parts 

of 
that 

religion 
which 

had 
been 

given 
them 

by 
a 
well-attested 

revelation 
from 

heaven. 

TheJewish 
n
a
t
i
o
n
 

could 
not 

but 
see 

and 
f
e
e
l
 

the unhappy 
c
o
n
s
e
q
u
e
n
c
e
s
 

of 
so great c

o
r
r
u
p
t
i
o
n
 

of 
the 

state. 
Doubtless 

they 
complained 

much 
of men 

in 
power, 

and 
very 

heartily 
and 

liberally 

reproached 
them 

for 
thelr 

notorious m
i
s
c
o
n
d
u
c
t
.
 
The 

public 
greatly 

suffered, 
and 

the 
people 

groaned 
and 

wished 
for 

better 
rulers 

and 

better 
m
a
n
a
g
e
m
e
n
t
;
 

but 
in 

vain 
they 

hoped 
for 

a 
change 

of 
men 

and 

measures 
and 

better 
times 

when 
the 

spirit 
of 

religion 
was 

gone, 
and 

the 
infection 

of 
vice 

was 
b
e
c
o
m
e
 

universal. 
The 

whole 
body 

being 

so 
corrupted, 

there 
could 

be 
no 

ratlonal 
prospect 

of 
any 

great 

reformation 
in 

the 
state, 

but 
rather 

of 
its 

ruln, 
which 

according! y 

came 
on 

in 
Jeremiah’s 

time. 
Yet 

if a 
general 

reformation 
of 

religion 

and 
morais 

had 
taken 

place, 
and 

they 
had 

turned 
to 

God 
from 

all 

their 
aing, 

if they 
had 

again 
recovered 

the 
true 

spirit 
of 

their 
religion 

God, 
by 

t
h
e
 
gracious 

interpositions o
f
 
his 

providence, 
would 

soon 

nave 
found 

out 
methods 

to 
restore 

the 
f
o
r
m
e
r
 virtue 

of 
the 

state, 
and 

again 
have 

given 
them 

men 
of wisdom 

and 
integrity, 

according 
te 

their 
utrnost 

wish, 
to 

be 
counselors 

and 
judges. 

This 
was 

verified 

in 
fact 

after 
the 

nation 
had 

been 
purged 

by 
a 

long 
captivity, 

and 

returned 
to 

thelr 
own 

land 
humbled 

and 
filled 

with 
zeal 

for 
God 

and 

his 
law, 



A 
ye
s 

vo
te

 
on
 
Te
rm
 

Li
mi

ts
 

wi
ll

: 

1.
 
Ta
ke
 
a
w
a
y
 
p
o
w
e
r
 
fr

om
 
th
e 

pe
op

le
. 

Th
e 

ri
gh

t 
of

 
th
e 

pe
op
le
 

to
 
ch

oo
se

 
th

ei
r 

be
st

 

re
pr
es
en
ta
ti
ve
 
an

d 
re
wa
rd
 
th

em
 

fo
r 

re
pr
es
en
ti
ng
 

th
em

 
we

ll
is
 
th
e 

on
ly
 
th

in
g 

be
in

g 
el

im
in

at
ed

! 

2.
 
Ta

ke
 
a
w
a
y
 
p
o
w
e
r
 
fr

om
 

th
e 

le
gi

sl
at

iv
e 

b
r
a
n
c
h
.
 

a,
 

De
st

ro
ys

 
in

st
it

ut
io

na
l 

w
i
s
d
o
m
 

& 
m
e
m
o
r
y
.
 

b.
 

In
cr
ea

se
s 

th
e 

in
fl
ue
nc
e 

of
 
lo

bb
yi

st
s 

an
d 

bu
re
au
cr
at
s.
 

c, 
Qu

ic
k 

fi
x 

ov
er

 
lo
ng
 
te
rm
 
so

lu
ti
on
s 

d.
 
L
a
m
e
 
Du

ck
 
Re

pr
es

en
ta

ti
ve

s 

3.
 
Gi

ve
s 

p
o
w
e
r
 

to
 
th

e 
a
d
m
i
n
i
s
t
r
a
t
i
v
e
 
b
r
a
n
c
h
.
 

Th
e 

Ad
mi

ni
st

ra
ti

ve
 
br

an
ch

 
is 

th
e 

be
ne

fi
ci

ar
y 

of
 
th

e 

w
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a
k
e
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e
d
 

le
gi

sl
at

ur
e.

 
Un

el
ec

te
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ca
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er
 

bu
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au
cr

at
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ca
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ob
fu
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mi

sl
ea

d,
 

an
d 

fr
us
tr
at
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pr

es
en

ta
ti

ve
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of
 
th
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le
 
m
u
c
h
 

ea
si

er
 

b
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in
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aw
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Th
e 

le
gi

sl
at

ur
e 

is 

m
u
c
h
 

le
ss

 
l
i
k
e
l
y
 to
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ra
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r
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. 
On
e 

ill
 
ef
fe
ct
 

of
 
th
e 

ex
cl

us
io

n 
wo

ul
d 

be
 

a 
di
mi
nu
ti
on
 

of
 
th
e 

i
n
d
u
c
e
m
e
n
t
s
 

to
 
go
od
 

be
ha
vi
or
. 

Th
er
e 

ar
e 

fe
w 

m
e
n
 
w
h
o
 
wo

ul
d 

no
t 

fe
el

 
m
u
c
h
 

le
ss

 
ze

al
in

 

th
e 

di
sc
ha
rg
e 

of
 

a 
du

ty
 
w
h
e
n
 

th
ey

 
we

re
 
co

ns
ci

ou
s 

th
at
 
th
e 

a
d
v
a
n
t
a
g
e
 

of
 
th
e 

st
at

io
n 

wi
th
 
w
h
i
c
h
 

it 
w
a
s
 
c
o
n
n
e
c
t
e
d
 

mu
st

 
be

 
re

li
nq

ui
sh

ed
 

at
 

a 
de

te
rm

in
at

e 
pe

ri
od

, 
th

an
 
w
h
e
n
 

th
ey

 
we

re
 
pe
rm
it
te

d 
to

 
en
te
rt
ai
n 

a 
ho
pe
 

of
 
ob
ta
in
in
g,
 

by
 

me
ri
ti
ng
, 

a 
c
o
n
t
i
n
u
a
n
c
e
 

of
 
th
em
."
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T
h
o
m
a
s
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ff

er
so

n:
 
W
h
e
n
 

th
e 

le
gi
sl
at
iv
e 

or
 
ex

ec
ut

iv
e 

fu
nc
ti
on
ar
ie
s 

ac
t 

un
co

ns
ti

tu
ti

on
al

ly
, 

th
ey

 
ar

e 
re

sp
on

si
bl

e 

to
 
th
e 

p
e
o
p
l
e
 

in
 
th

ei
r 

el
ec

ti
ve

 
ca
pa
ci
ty
. 

..
 

I 
k
n
o
w
 

no
 
sa
fe
 

d
e
p
o
s
i
t
o
r
y
 

of
 
th

e 
ul

ti
ma

te
 
p
o
w
e
r
s
 

of
 
th

e 
so

ci
et

y,
 

bu
t 

th
e 

pe
op

le
 
th

em
se

lv
es

: 
an
d 

if 
we

 
th
in
k 

th
em
 

no
t 

en
li

gh
te

ne
d 

en
ou
gh
 

to
 
ex

er
ci

se
 

th
ei

r 
co

nt
ro

ul
 
wi

th
 

a 
w
h
o
l
s
o
m
e
 

di
sc
re
ti
on
, 

th
e 

r
e
m
e
d
y
 

is
, 

no
t 

to
 
ta

ke
 

it 
fr
om
 
t
h
e
m
,
 

bu
t 

to
 

in
fo

rm
 

th
ei
r 

di
sc
re
ti
on
 

by
 
e
d
u
c
a
t
i
o
n
.
 

Th
is

 
is 

th
e 

tr
ue
 

co
rr
ec
ti
ve
 

of
 
ab
us
es
 

of
 
co

ns
ti

tu
ti

on
al

 
po

we
r.
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