@oé%%mi corrupted by Vice, and recovered by
Righteousness {excerpt)

By Samual Langdon on May 31, 1775 to the Congress of
Massachusetts.

When.a government is in its prime, the public good engages the
attention of the whole; the strictest regard is pald to the
gualifications of those who hold the offices of the state: virtue
prevails; evervthing is managed with justice, prudence, and
frugality; the ;wmémmﬁ.mm inded on principles of equity rather than
maere polley, and all the people are hapoy, But vice will Increase with
the riches and glory of an smpire; and this gradually tends to
sorrupt the constitution, and In time bring on its dissolution,

This may be considered not only as the natural effect of vice, but a
righteous judgment of Heaven, especially upon a nation which has
been favored with the blessings of religion and liberty, and is guilty
of undervaluing them, and eagerly going into the gratification of
gvery st

In this chapter (Isaiah 1) the prophet describes the very corrupt
state of Judah in his day, both as to religion and commeon morality,
and looks forward to that increase of wickedness which would bring
on thalr desolation and captivity. They were "a sinful nation, a
people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil-doers, children that were
corrupters, who had forsaken the Lord, and provoked «the Holy One
of israel to anger” The whole body of the nation, from head to foot,
was full of moral and political disorders, without any remaining
soundness. Their religion was all mere ceramony and hypocrisy;
and even the laws of common Justice and humanity were
diaregarded in their public courts. They had counaelors and judges,
butvery different from those at the beginning of the
commonwealth. Their princes were rebellious against God and the
sonstitution of their country, and companions of thieves, giving

countenance to every artifice for seizing the property of the subjects

into their own hands, and robbing the public treasury. Everyone
loved gifts, and followed after rewards; they regarded the
perquisites more than the duties of their office; the general aim was
at profitable places and pensions; they were influenced in
everything by bribery; and their avarice and luxury were never
satisfied, but hurried them on to all kinds of oppression and
violence, so that they even justified and encouraged the murder of
innocent persons to support their lawless power and increase th
wealth, And God, in righteous judgment, left them to run into all this
excess of vice, to their own destruction, because they had forsaken
him, and were guilty of willful inattention to the mostessential parts
of that religion which had been given them by a well-attested
revelation from heaven.

TheJewish nation could notbut see and feel the unhappy
conseduences of 8o great cotruption of the state. Doubtless they
complained much of man in power, and very heartily and liberally
reproached them for thelr notorious misconduct. The publiec greatly
suffered, and the people groaned and wished for better rulers and
better management; butin vain they hoped for a change of men and
measures and better times when the spirit of religion was gone, and
the Infection of vice was become universal. The whole body being
so corrupted, there could be no ratlonal prospect of any great
reformation in the state, but rather of its ruin, which mam%aiw y
came on in leremiah’s time. Yet if a general reformation of religion
and morals had taken place, and they had turned to God from all
thelr ains, if they had again recovered the true spirit of their religion
God, by the graclous interpositions of his providence, would soon
have found out methods to restors the former virtue of the state,

and agaln have given them men of wisdom and integrity, ascording
to thelr utrmost wish, to be counsslors and judges. This was verifled
in fact after the nation had been purged by a leng captivity, and
returned to thelr own land humbiled and filled with zeal for Ged and
his law,




(0zZ8L ‘gz "1deg ‘siAlef saleyD WeNIM

01 J91187) 1emod 1BUOIINIIISUOD JO SBSNCR 10 BA11081100
oNJ1 Byl SI SIY | "uo1IIBONPS AQ UOI1810SIP J18Y] LWIoU|
011NQ ‘Way) Wol 1l 9.1 01 10U ‘St Apawial 9yl ‘UoIalosIp
BLIOSIOUM B 1M JNOIILOD 118y] 8S1018x8s 01 Y3nous
pausly3nua 10U Wyl MuIyl am Ji pue :saaeswayl sydoad
Byl 1ng ‘A181008 8yl Jo siemod aiewlilin 8yl Jo Alonsodap
9488 OU MOWY| | * " "Alioeded aAl108)9 J1ayl u) aydoad sy 01
o1gIsuodsal ale Asyl ‘A)1BUOIIN1IISUODUN 108 $811BU0IIOUNY
OAIINDBXS JO BAIIR)SISS) DUl UBUAA 1UOSISLS[ SBWOU |

(z/# A1snelepad ayl) s wayl 40 8duenuiluod B ‘guniiaw

Ag ‘8uiuie1go o adoy e uiensius 03 panuwiiad atam Asyl
usym ueyl ‘poriad areuiwialep g1k psaysinbunal ag isnwl
P9108UU0D SBM 11 YOIUM YliMm UOIIB1S Byl JO ageiueape

aY1 1841 SNOIDSU0D alom Aayl usym Ainp e Jo 931eydSIp oyl
Ul 1B9Z $S9) YONUW 1884 10U PINOM OUM USUI MB] BlB 318y |
“10IABYS(Q POO0Z 01 S1UBLWISONPUI BY1 4O UONNUILWIP B 8Q
PINOM UOISNOX8 ay31 4O 108410 NI auQ " " [S1ul) w9l ueyl]
uo1109dsul 85010 UOdN PapPUNOL-1 BJOW 10U “IYSIS 18414

18 91gi1sned aiow sieadde SUIYION, :UOLILUIBH 18puexaly

Jamod JO asnge sayoueig

OAINBLISIUILLPE BUL U0 3080 B 8g 01 A1) 881 yonu

S| 94N1E18180) BU L "SI WLIOY AQ PaYSIUILIP puE
‘1eMBUN ‘PBOUBIIadXBU| 8I0LW Bl. ABY) 88NEDS

iaises yonuw aydoad syl 4o soaneuasaldal oyl

91BI1SNJL PUB ‘PEBSIW ‘9IBDENLCO UBD SIBIONEHIN

198180 ‘Po108aUl] "eiN1EISIF0) POUaYREM

a1 40 AleID1jeusq ayl 8] UOURIG BARRIISIUILUPY 8y |

‘Youelg aalRASILILPE B} 03 Jamod seals) g

seAlleuessIday yong awet 'p
SUOIINOS WEL BUO) JBAD XL 0IND ‘0
‘810NN
pue $181A0Q0) 4O 8DUBNIIU| 28Ul SBsSeadu] '(
‘AIOWIBUL R LUOPSIM |BUDIINISUL SA0IISB(] '8
‘youelq
aAlRISIBa) 8y woul Jamod Aeme axe) 2

ipateurine urag Hujyl Auo 8yl si1em Wayl
Builuesaidal 10} WYL plEMBI puR aAlleIUBSBIda)
1S8Q Jiay1 asooyn o1 91doad syl 4o 1B ey

‘g1dosad ayy wiouy 1emod Aeme avje) "L

IUAA SHLLITT LIS U0 910A S8A Yy



