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Highlighting Campground Related Notes 
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Notice “Park” is for 

recreating; no 

mention of camping, 

lodging, or 

accommodations. 

Notice 1970, 90 years 

into its history, 

“camping or tourist 

accommodation” finally 

appears. 

We also see the first 

effective date being 

added: 1970.



1971 

wre tae ee Notice it now mentions 
CH. B. 680) » 

populations of less than 
AMENDING LAW TO PERMIT CERTAIN SMALLER CITIES 

TO ESTABLISH CAMPGROUNDS. 1,200 and that the 

AN ACT Fated, An Act ie amend SACL 838d. relating te mucicipa) packs and privately owned parks 

— are to be within 20 
Ba dt Enacted by the Legislatures of the State of Seutt Dakota: 

hat SDCL 9-338-1 be amended to reed us follows: 

D-36-1. Every imunictpality shall have the power to catahlish. improve, 
mauttai. ond reeulate public parks, public xpuares. parkways, boulevards, 
Mada pat, camping. and other facilities in connection therewith 

withis or witha the mune ipality, tad to issue tts bonds therefor, as 
provided by this title. No mnunicipality having s population in excess of 
twelve hundred shall establish camping or tourist accommodation facilitiss 
after July (. 1970: nor shall uny mumicypality huving a population of jess 
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Notice we now 

tennd tacit. qauvnboal by siariedialees, . see, after 127 

years, the need for 

municipalities to 

create exceptions. 

Other bills were offered in 2022 and again in subsequent years, each 

going to the 415t day because your fellow legislators deemed the law 

was working in the manner for which it was meant. 

In 2022, with approval from the City of Mitchell, SDCOA coordinated 

the gathering of the private and public sectors in Mitchell, to discuss 

the proposed ideas of the city campground. Ultimately, several 

privately owned parks wrote statements in opposition of the 

proposed changes to the city campground. The proposal included 

bringing in cabins, and that not only conflicted with the business 

models of the local privately owned businesses but also created 

unfair competition with the local hotels. At that time, two local 

hotels had RV sites; the hoteliers would not otherwise have been 

aware of these proposed changes. 

So, here we are in 2025, with the HB1154 requesting yet another 

exception which diminishes the value of the nearby private sector. 

And remember, the less the private sector earns because of the 

nearby unfair competition by the tax-funded campground, the lower 

their resale value, so you’re cutting them down in two ways: today’s 

earned revenue and their post-sale retirement revenue.


