
South Dakota School Lunch Coalition 

1/23/2025 

Dear Members of the South Dakota Legislature, 

Every day, nearly one in six children in South Dakota faces hunger—a barrier no child 

should have to overcome to succeed in school. Hunger impacts academic performance, 

attendance, and overall well-being, yet thousands of students depend on schools as their 

primary source of nourishment. 

We, the undersigned organizations and individuals, strongly support the proposed 

legislation to reimburse school districts for costs incurred by providing meals to students 

who are eligible for reduced-price meals ($0.30 at breakfast and $0.40 at lunch). This 

measure is a critical step in ensuring that every student has equitable access to the 

nutrition they need to thrive. 

This legislation would: 

e Encourage families to complete Free & Reduced-Priced Meal applications. 

e Ensure schools can meet student needs by reimbursing costs for reduced-price 

meals. 

e Address funding gaps in federal programs, guaranteeing more equitable access to 

meals. 

e Strengthen South Dakota’s commitment to student success through nutrition. 

The benefits are undeniable. Universal free meal programs during the pandemic showed 

improved attendance, better academic performance, reduced food insecurity, and 

healthier, happier students. Nationwide, teachers and staff reported that well-nourished 

students were better prepared to learn and excel. 

This proposed legislation is a vital step in ensuring that all South Dakota students can 

reach their full potential, regardless of their economic circumstances. By reimbursing 

schools for the costs of providing these essential meals, we can create a stronger 

foundation for academic achievement and long-term community success. 

We urge lawmakers to support and pass this important measure. The undersigned stand 

ready to advocate for this legislation and work together to ensure its success. 

Sincerely, 

- Members of the South Dakota School Lunch Coalition



Endorsed by: 

School Nutrition Association of South 

Dakota (SNASD) 

Katie Sieverding 

katie@lancastermanagementgroup.com 

South Dakota Voices for Peace 

Jen Dreiske, Chief Operation Officer 

jen@sdvfpeace.org 

South Dakota Education Association 

Loren Paul, President, Lobbyist 

Loren.Paul@sdea.org 

South Dakota KIDS COUNT 

Xanna Burg, Director, 

xburg@montanabudget.org 

Rapid City Area School Board of Ed. 

Stephenson, Christine, Board Member, 

Christine.Stephenson@k12.sd.us 

Black Hills Speech Pathology 

Laura Armstrong, 

lauraarmstrongre@gmail.com 

Early Learner South Dakota 

Kayla Klein, Director, kayla@kleinvg.com 

Hungry Hearts Foundation 

The Barrel House & Krav’n Restaurant 

Jesse Severson, Vice President, 

Jesse@fonderpropertiessd.com 

Rev. Jerry Bertelson 

Canistota, SD 

Clergy, School Board Member, and City 

Council Member (signing as an individual) 

Feeding South Dakota 

Deb Fischer-Clemens, Lobbyist, 

djmf55@outlook.com 

Presentation Sisters 

Deb Fischer-Clemens, Lobbyist, 

djmf55@outlook.com 

Rev. Christine Hallenbeck Ask 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

South Dakota 

christine.h.ask@gmail.com 

South Dakota Academy of Nutrition and 

Dietetics 

Kat Thomsen, SDAND President, 

katthomsen39@gmail.com 

Matt Krogman, Lobbyist 

Health + Nutrition First 

Jennifer Folliard, Founder and Owner, 

jennifer@healthnutritionfirst.com 

Bread For the World - South Dakota 

Cathy Brechtelsbauer, Chapter 

Coordinator, ryebread@breadrising.org 

Dakota Rural Action 

Melissa McCaulley, Lobbyist, 

melissa.leadsd@gmail.com 

Matt Anderson 

Concerned Citizen, 

canistotahawks@gmail.com


