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SDEDA Mission

• To make sure that the Great State of South Dakota is always a Great Place for the US 
Department of Defense to conduct its essential National defense mission at Ellsworth Air 
Force Base;

• To work hand in hand with local governments, the private sector, and property owners to promote the 
health and safety of those living or working near the Base;

• To protect and promote the economic impact of Ellsworth Air Force Base and associated industry; and

• To work with the Base and local communities to prepare for additional growth in missions at Ellsworth 
Air Force Base.
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2005 BRAC to B-21:  How we got there

• Land Compatibility
• Infrastructure
• Mission Support
• Quality of Life
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Current Basing Criteria

SUBJECT: Consideration of Schools and Reciprocity of Professional Licensure 

for Military Families in Future Basing or Mission Alternatives

We realize improving schools and changing laws or regulations regarding professional licensure will 

take time. Over the long term, however, leaders who want to make a difference for the military and our 

missions will make the most impact if we focus on what matters.
Reciprocity on licensure and the quality of education matter.
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Military Spouse Professional 
License Portability

• Advocated on behalf of military spouses

• 2019: HB1111

• South Dakota recognizes professional licenses 
in good standing for military spouses stationed 
in South Dakota 

• IMPACT: South Dakota 1 of 8 states in ‘green’ 
status

Public Education
• South Dakota ranks near the middle in ‘yellow’ 

status
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Competitive Basing Environment
Texas Military Preparedness Commission

•With this first round of FY 2024-2025 grants, 
Governor Abbott has awarded over $129 million in 
grants to military communities through the DEAAG 
program since 2015.

The following entities will receive FY 2024-2025 
DEAAG reimbursements:City of Harker Heights: $5 
million; Fort Cavazos – Railhead Energy Resiliency Project
•Val Verde County: $3.6 million; Laughlin Air Force Base – 
Construction of Aircraft Sunshades
•TexAmericans Center: $1.5 million; Red River Army Depot 
– Enhanced Logistics Capabilities
•City of Fort Worth: $300,000; Naval Air Station Fort 
Worth - Anti-Terrorism Protection Security System
•City of El Paso: $4.5 million; McGregor Range – Booster 
Station Replacement Project
•McMullen County: $464,286.21; Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi – Relocatable Over The Horizon Radar (ROTHR) 
Road Access Project

National Conference of State Legislators -
Mission Ready: State Policy Options to Sustain Military Installations

Grant Programs – At least 17 States have a grant program for 
projects supporting military installations.  Additional States have 
loan programs or provide one-time funding for projects.

Zone Programs - At least four states—Alaska, Georgia, Maryland 
and Texas—have taken a somewhat different approach, creating 
“military zones” to extend state and federal incentives to 
enterprises that support the state’s military presence.

https://www.ncsl.org/military-and-veterans-affairs/mission-ready-state-policy-options-to-sustain-military-installations#state3
https://www.ncsl.org/military-and-veterans-affairs/mission-ready-state-policy-options-to-sustain-military-installations#state3
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Bomber Roadmap

AirForce Assoc. Conference 2019: The United States will probably need substantially more B-
21 bombers than the 100 it currently plans to buy. He didn’t say it that way, but that’s the 
only conclusion one can reach after listening to the head of Air Force Global Strike, Gen. 
Timothy Ray, here.  The US has 156 bombers today. But the Air Force is committed to 
boasting 386 squadrons, up 75 from its total today. “Certainly,” Ray said, “that means good 
growth for the bombers.” He cited outside studies that conclude the Air Force needs 225 
bombers. The current official benchmark, set by the bomber roadmap, is for 75 B-52s and 100 
of the new B-21s bombers being built by Northrop Grumman. So 225 would mean another 50 
bombers.
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