
Greetings!

Thank you for looking through our spring newsletter. We have many important updates to share. 

In October, we hosted the annual State Tribal Methamphetamine and Opioid Summit. We were honored to hear
from two individuals who shared their personal experiences with recovery from substance abuse. We discussed
different trends and resources that are available to those who are struggling with substance abuse. Stay tuned for
the 2024 STOMP Summit. 

Our department has had a busy and productive start to 2024, beginning with State-Tribal Relations Day. We
presented the Cheyenne River Youth Project with a Certificate of Commendation to honor the work that they do for
their youth. 

Have you heard of the 988 number? If you haven’t, now is a great time to learn more about it. 988 is the suicide crisis
hotline. Anyone experiencing a suicide crisis can call or text the hotline to connect with support, free of charge. Our
department is working on spreading information about 988 through our Suicide Prevention Booth. Read more about
South Dakota Suicide Prevention on page three of the newsletter.

South Dakota needs more Native American Foster Families. It’s crucial that our Native American children who enter
foster care stay with a Native American family to ensure cultural continuity. On page four of the newsletter, there is
additional information about becoming a foster parent. If you know someone who might be a good fit, please share
this information with them.

Office of Indian Education Director Fred Osborn is wrapping up the final phase of the Wóokiye project. The final
phase includes the Oceti Sakowin Essential Understandings and Standards (OSEUS) online training course that is
free to anyone interested in taking the course. We hope all educators and administrators will take the course to
spread cultural awareness and education about the Oceti Sakowin in their schools. I am thankful for all the work the
Director has accomplished with this program. You can read more about the Office of Indian Education on page six of
the newsletter. 

We have many exciting events coming up this year.
 Be sure to subscribe to our weekly newsletter and
 our socials to keep up with everything that our 
department has going on.

Have a safe and fun-filled summer!

David Flute
Cabinet Secretary
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PARTNER OF THE YEAR

In January, we presented the South Dakota
Department of Health with our 2023 Partner of
the Year award. We chose the Department of

Health for this award for all of their work in
helping with the 2023 STOMP Summit and
continuing to partner with our agency to

address critical health issues impacting tribal
populations. 

O F F I C E  U P D A T E S

NEW STAFF
Meet DTR’s Executive Assistant

Tammy, a recent arrival from Denver,
blends faith and expertise in Pierre. Her

Master's in Human Resource
Management paves her professional

path, but her true passion lies in service.

In her free time, Tammy and her
husband actively serve both their online
church community, BRAVE Church, and

their new local church, Community
Bible Church, in Pierre. Tammy and her
family also enjoy traveling and outdoor
activities such as camping and fishing.

Meet DTR’s Policy Analyst

Abby joined the DTR office in December
2023 as a Policy Analyst. Abby was

previously employed with the University
of South Dakota as an Admission

Counselor. Abby earned her Bachelor’s
degree in Criminal Justice and Native

American Studies from the University of
South Dakota in 2022.

 In her free time, Abby enjoys traveling
the world, doing volunteer work, and

spending time with friends and family. 

BUFFALO NATION NEWS
In 2022, we launched a weekly newsletter and

video series to promote Native American
culture and history. Buffalo Nation News is a
great way to keep up with upcoming events
and State News. Subscribe now or visit our

YouTube page!
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https://sdtribalrelations.us17.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=e03a638ac7e643095484eac21&id=42a9b2e31d
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCukV2R2i6exmPsOsrioydOg


A BOOTH ON THE MOVE! 

Our Suicide Prevention Booth is traveling
around to tribal communities to spread

awareness about the resources available for
individuals who are struggling with mental
health. If you are interested in our Suicide
Prevention Booth coming to your event,

please call 605.773.3415 or email
dtrsocialmedia@state.sd.us

S O U T H  D A K O T A

S U I C I D E  P R E V E N T I O N

RESOURCES
Community Toolkits
Order Suicide Prevention Materials
Tribal Mental Health Toolkit
Teacher Training
Suicide Data
South Dakota Suicide Prevention Plan
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https://sdsuicideprevention.org/
https://sdsuicideprevention.org/be-the-1-sd/
https://sdsuicideprevention.org/events/add-event/suicide-prevention-conference/
https://sdsuicideprevention.org/get-help/community/
https://sdsuicideprevention.org/get-help/order-materials/
https://www.greatplainstribalhealth.org/behavioral-health-and-recovery-department/tribal-mental-health-social-media-kit-170.html
https://sdsuicideprevention.org/professionals/school-staff/
https://sdsuicideprevention.org/data/
https://dss.sd.gov/docs/medicaid/general_info/tribal/2020/01_28_20/Suicide_Prevention_Plan_01.28.20.pdf


Foster and adoptive families are greatly needed
in South Dakota. When families are unable to

provide safe care for children due to significant
challenges they are experiencing, foster families

are needed. In addition to providing care for
children, foster families also provide

encouragement and support to the entire family
as they are working to make changes so the
children can return home. Adoptive families

who can support children's identity and life-long
connections are also needed if children cannot

return home safely. In South Dakota most
children adopted from foster care are adopted
by their foster parents who have established a

relationship with the child and their family
connections.

Families supporting families is a shared value in
South Dakota. By offering a helping hand to

other families in our communities, we can build
"Stronger Families Together".

RESOURCES
Becoming a Foster Parent
Get Involved
Meet the Children
Wrap Around Services
Foster Care Brochure
Myths and Facts
Realities Flyer

S T R O N G E R  F A M I L I E S

T O G E T H E R
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https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/strongerfamiliestogether/becoming_a_foster_parent.aspx
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/strongerfamiliestogether/get_involved.aspx
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/strongerfamiliestogether/meet_the_children.aspx
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/strongerfamiliestogether/wrap_around.aspx
https://dss.sd.gov/formsandpubs/docs/ADOPFOSTER/CPS19N_NA_Foster_Care_Brochure.pdf
https://dss.sd.gov/formsandpubs/docs/ADOPFOSTER/CPS21N.pdf
https://dss.sd.gov/formsandpubs/docs/ADOPFOSTER/CPS20N.pdf


STOMP SUMMIT
In October,  we hosted the

2023 State Tribal  Opioid and
Methamphetamine Prevention
Summit (STOMP) to continue

the discussion about
preventing and treating

substance use in our
communities .  We were

honored to have such an
incredible turnout this  year !

Stay tuned for updates about
the 2024 STOMP Summit.  

RESOURCES
2023 Resource Guide

South Dakota Behavioral
Health Services County Map

E V E N T S
STATE-TR IBAL  RELAT IONS  DAY
In January,  our department held the annual

State-Tribal  Relations Day.  We were honored to
have the Black Pipe Singers of  Norris

Elementary and the Crow Creek Tribal  School
perform as our musical  guests .  

Our department honored the Cheyenne River
Youth Project with a Certif icate of

Commendation,  for  al l  of  the wonderful  work
that they do.  We look forward to State Tribal

Relations Day 2024!
 

RESOURCES
2023 Resource Guide

South Dakota Behavioral  Health Services County
Map5

https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/docs/STOMP%20Resource%20Guide.pdf
https://dss.sd.gov/behavioralhealth/agencycounty.aspx
https://dss.sd.gov/behavioralhealth/agencycounty.aspx
https://www.swo-nsn.gov/departments/human-services-department/health-administration/
https://www.samhsa.gov/
https://www.greatplainstribalhealth.org/
https://www.oayeluta.org/
https://doh.sd.gov/
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/docs/STOMP%20Resource%20Guide.pdf
https://dss.sd.gov/behavioralhealth/agencycounty.aspx
https://dss.sd.gov/behavioralhealth/agencycounty.aspx


2023 INDIAN EDUCATION
SUMMIT

Thank you to all those who attended the
2023 Indian Education Summit! We were
honored to have such incredible speakers
and vendors! A special thank you to all our

sponsors!

For more information visit  our website or email  us at Fred.Osborn@state.sd.us.

O F F I C E  O F  I N D I A N

E D U C A T I O N

RESOURCES
Scholarships
OSEU Instructional Resources
Tribal Colleges
Advisory Council
Oceti Sakowin Project
WoLakota Project
Region 11 Comprehensive Center
View the OSEUS Promotional Video
Register for the OSEUS Course
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https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/wookiye-project.aspx
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/about-the-office.aspx
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/indian-education-conference.aspx
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/scholarships.aspx
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/OSEU.aspx
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/colleges.aspx
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/advisory-council.aspx
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/oceti-sakowin-project.aspx
https://www.wolakotaproject.org/
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/Region11-CC-Center.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAxf4zQZ2CY&feature=youtu.be
https://bhssc.pdx.catalog.canvaslms.com/browse/tie/oseus


I N F O R M A T I O N  &

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
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https://dhs.sd.gov/en/learn-about-establishing-guardianship/guardianship-program
https://www.civicsandhistorysummit.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/prevention-matters-uniting-efforts-on-substance-use-prevention-in-sd-tickets-818703543337?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://sdvisit.com/south-dakota-passports/tribal-nations


CONTACT US
DEPARTMENT SECRETARY

David Flute, 605.773.3415

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
Tammy Matson, 605.773.3415

SENIOR POLICY ANALYST
Nicole Schneider, 605.773.3415

POLICY ANALYST
Abby Marquardt, 605.773.5653

INFORMATION SPECIALIST
Dani Henkel, 605.773.5654

OFFICE OF INDIAN EDUCATION

DIRECTOR
Fred Osborn, 605.773.5975

S E R V I C E S  &

I N F O R M A T I O N
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCukV2R2i6exmPsOsrioydOg
https://www.facebook.com/TribalSD/
https://twitter.com/TribalSD
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/
https://dss.sd.gov/
https://sdsuicideprevention.org/
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/
https://www.greatplainstribalhealth.org/
https://www.ihs.gov/
https://doh.sd.gov/
https://sdbehavioralhealth.gov/
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/about-the-office.aspx
https://onmeth.com/
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/wookiye-project.aspx
https://doe.sd.gov/
https://history.sd.gov/


Greetings! 

Thank you for taking the time to read about important updates from our department. We have many exciting events
planned for the remainder of 2024! 

In May, we welcomed an exciting addition to our office. Algin Young, former Chief of Police for the Oglala Sioux Tribe,
joined the department as the Tribal Law Enforcement Liaison. Algin will be working with each tribe to find ways to
combat law enforcement shortages and to facilitate collaboration between the state and tribes to address drug and
crime issues on South Dakota tribal reservations. We are excited to see all the work that Algin will accomplish in his
new role. More information about Algin can be found on page three of the newsletter.

In August, our department attended the South Dakota Suicide Prevention Conference with our traveling booth. We
had many great conversations and learned an abundance of information. I was deeply moved by many of the
speakers who shared their lived experiences with suicide and the impact that it has had on them. I want to thank the
Department of Social Services for continuing to host the South Dakota Suicide Prevention Conference and for
shedding light on this important topic. 

My staff and I have been traveling around the state with our tribal-specific suicide prevention booth to spread
information about the 988 number and available resources. We welcome any invitations for our booth to participate
in tribal events. If you or your organization are hosting an upcoming event, I encourage you to contact our
department. We would be grateful to attend the event with our 988 booth to hand out suicide prevention information
and resources. Please call 733.3415 to inquire for more information about our 988 booth. The Department of Social
Services also offers tribal-specific toolkits at no charge. More details on the toolkits can be found on page four of the
newsletter. 

Later this month, our department will partner with the South Dakota Department of Health for the Indigenous and
Integrative Health Summit. We look forward to the many presenters who will be showcasing cultural health practices.
If you are interested in attending the summit, additional information is available on page seven of the newsletter. 

The 2024 State Tribal Opioid and Methamphetamine Prevention Summit (STOMP) will occur in Pierre on October 21
and 22. We are excited to bring in law enforcement and prevention experts to find the best ways to combat drugs
and crime in South Dakota. For more information about the 2024 STOMP Summit, or to register, please visit page two
of the newsletter. 

Finally, I am thrilled to share that the Office of Indian Education has experienced a very successful year, thanks to
Director Fred Osborn. In February, the office successfully launched the Oceti Sakowin Essential Understanding and
Standards Online Training Course, at no cost to the enrollee. Many educators have successfully passed the course,
and many are on track to complete it. The Office will host the annual Indian Education Summit in Pierre on November
14, with a Youth Day on November 15. Please visit page six of the newsletter for more information about the Office of
Indian Education. 

I wish everyone a safe school year and fall season!

David Flute 
Cabinet Secretary
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SOUTH DAKOTA TEACHERS
MAKE A STOP IN SISSETON!

In July, teachers ventured onto a road trip
around South Dakota. They made a stop

at Sica Hollow to meet with Secretary
Flute, Joe Circle Bear and watch some

grass dance performers. 

BUFFALO NATION NEWS
In 2022, we launched a weekly newsletter and

video series to promote Native American
culture and history.  Subscribe now or visit our

YouTube page!

OFFICE  UPDATES
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CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION
ABOUT THE STOMP SUMMIT!

https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/events/meth-summit.aspx
https://sdtribalrelations.us17.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=e03a638ac7e643095484eac21&id=42a9b2e31d
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCukV2R2i6exmPsOsrioydOg
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/events/meth-summit.aspx


Algin Young, Sr. joined the South Dakota Department of Tribal Relations in May of 2024 as the
Tribal Law Enforcement Liaison. 
 
Algin is an enrolled member of the Oglala Sioux Tribe, where he was raised on the Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation. Algin is a devoted father to five children and shares a 23-year-long
marriage with his wife, Monica.

Algin graduated from Crazy Horse High School High School in Wanblee, South Dakota. After
high school, he enlisted in the United States Marines, proudly serving until his honorable
discharge in 2001. He initiated his law enforcement career with the Oglala Sioux Tribe's
Department of Public Safety, subsequently joining the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Law
Enforcement Services (later known as the Office of Justice Services). 

Algin’s impressive 23-year law enforcement career within Indian Country has seen him
undertake a wide range of crucial roles, including Police Officer, Special Agent (Criminal
Investigator), Chief of Police, Indian Highway Safety Director, Regional Agent in Charge within
the Division of Drug Enforcement, and Associate Director of Field Operations and Division of
Drug Enforcement. While with the Bureau of Indian Affairs, he was stationed in South Dakota,
Montana, New Mexico, and Oklahoma. Algin returned home and successfully completed a
three (3) year contract with the Oglala Sioux Tribe as the Chief of Police.

He proudly graduated from the Indian Police Academy in Artesia, New Mexico, and completed
the Criminal Investigator Training Course in Glynco, Georgia. He also assisted in the
development & deployment of Operation Lady Justice, which laid the ground work for the
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Persons (MMIP) and the Office of Justice Services Division of
Drug Enforcement’s Mobile Enforcement Teams (MET), which were both very beneficial to
Indian Country. Algin committed a career to an unwavering commitment to safeguarding our
communities throughout all of Indian Country.

Welcome to the team, Algin!
 

MEET ALGIN YOUNG
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CHECK OUT OUR 988
BOOTH! 

 If you are interested in our Suicide
Prevention Booth coming to your
event, please call 605.773.3415 or

email dtrsocialmedia@state.sd.uss

SOUTH DAKOTA SUICIDE
PREVENTION

RESOURCES
Community Toolkits
Order Suicide Prevention Materials
Tribal Mental Health Toolkit
Teacher Training
Suicide Data
South Dakota Suicide Prevention Plan
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Click here to learn more about
the Reach for life toolkit. 

https://sdsuicideprevention.org/
https://sdsuicideprevention.org/be-the-1-sd/
https://youtu.be/PF3GUvFI3rI?si=UspTh5pqBslx2k3S
https://sdsuicideprevention.org/get-help/community/
https://sdsuicideprevention.org/get-help/order-materials/
https://www.greatplainstribalhealth.org/behavioral-health-and-recovery-department/tribal-mental-health-social-media-kit-170.html
https://sdsuicideprevention.org/professionals/school-staff/
https://sdsuicideprevention.org/data/
https://sdsuicideprevention.org/strategic-plans/
https://sdsuicideprevention.org/get-help/order-materials/


Foster and adoptive families are greatly needed
in South Dakota. When families are unable to

provide safe care for children due to significant
challenges they are experiencing, foster families

are needed. In addition to providing care for
children, foster families also provide

encouragement and support to the entire family
as they are working to make changes so the

children can return home. Adoptive families who
can support children's identity and life-long

connections are also needed if children cannot
return home safely. In South Dakota most

children adopted from foster care are adopted by
their foster parents who have established a
relationship with the child and their family

connections.

Families supporting families is a shared value in
South Dakota. By offering a helping hand to other

families in our communities, we can build
"Stronger Families Together".

RESOURCES
Becoming a Foster Parent
Get Involved
Meet the Children
Wrap Around Services
Foster Care Brochure
Myths and Facts
Realities Flyer

STRONGER FAMILIES TOGETHER
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https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/strongerfamiliestogether/becoming_a_foster_parent.aspx
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/strongerfamiliestogether/get_involved.aspx
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/strongerfamiliestogether/meet_the_children.aspx
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/strongerfamiliestogether/wrap_around.aspx
https://dss.sd.gov/formsandpubs/docs/ADOPFOSTER/CPS19N_NA_Foster_Care_Brochure.pdf
https://dss.sd.gov/formsandpubs/docs/ADOPFOSTER/CPS21N.pdf
https://dss.sd.gov/formsandpubs/docs/ADOPFOSTER/CPS20N.pdf


2024 WÓOKIYE
PROJECT RETREAT
The Office of Indian Education
held a retreat for the Wóokiye

Project educators In June in Hot
Springs. We are so thankful for

their hard work implementing the
Oceti Sakowin Essential

Understandings into their schools.

OFFICE OF INDIAN EDUCATION

RESOURCES
Scholarships
OSEU Instructional Resources
Tribal Colleges
Advisory Council
Oceti Sakowin Project
WoLakota Project
Region 11 Comprehensive Center
View the OSEUS Promotional Video
Register for the OSEUS Course
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https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/wookiye-project.aspx
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/about-the-office.aspx
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/indian-education-conference.aspx
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/scholarships.aspx
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/OSEU.aspx
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/colleges.aspx
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/advisory-council.aspx
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/oceti-sakowin-project.aspx
https://www.wolakotaproject.org/
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/Region11-CC-Center.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAxf4zQZ2CY&feature=youtu.be
https://bhssc.pdx.catalog.canvaslms.com/browse/tie/oseus


INFORMATION & UPCOMING
EVENTS
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https://sdvisit.com/south-dakota-passports/tribal-nations
https://doh.sd.gov/healthcare-professionals/creating-healthy-wealthy-communities-a-skill-building-workshop-for-rural-tribal-and-frontier-communities/
https://doh.sd.gov/topics/american-indian-health/


SERVICES & INFORMATION
CONTACT US
DEPARTMENT SECRETARY
David Flute, 605.773.3415

Cell: 605.295.1013

TRIBAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
LIASON

Algin Young, 605.773.3415

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
Tammy Matson, 605.773.3415

SENIOR POLICY ANALYST
Nicole Schneider, 605.773.3415

POLICY ANALYST
Abby Marquardt, 605.773.5653

INFORMATION SPECIALIST
Dani Henkel, 605.773.5654

OFFICE OF INDIAN EDUCATION

DIRECTOR
Fred Osborn, 605.773.5975
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCukV2R2i6exmPsOsrioydOg
https://www.facebook.com/TribalSD/
https://twitter.com/TribalSD
https://dss.sd.gov/
https://sdsuicideprevention.org/
https://strongerfamiliestogether.sd.gov/
https://www.greatplainstribalhealth.org/
https://www.ihs.gov/
https://doh.sd.gov/
https://sdbehavioralhealth.gov/
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/wookiye-project.aspx
https://doe.sd.gov/
https://history.sd.gov/
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/indian-education/indian-education.aspx
https://sdtribalrelations.sd.gov/default.aspx

