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An Act to revise provisions regarding drones.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

Section 1. That a NEW SECTION be added to chapter 50-15:

o N o 1 b

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18

19
20
21

22

Nothing in this title shall preempt or intrude upon the exclusive sovereignty of
airspace of the United States as set forth in 49 U.S.C. § 40103. Any interpretation or

application of any provision of this title that contradicts the exclusive authority of the

United States government to regulate the operation of a drone in the airspace of the

United States, is null.

Section 2. That a NEW SECTION be added to chapter 50-15:

A person, in compliance with federal aviation regulations, may operate a drone for

recreational purposes within the state. A person or business entity, doing business lawfully

within the state and in compliance with federal aviation requlations, may operate or use

a drone for commercial purposes within this state. The state, or any political subdivision

thereof, may not enact or enforce an ordinance regarding:

1) Ownership, operation, design, manufacture, testing, maintenance, licensing,

registration, certification, or equipment requirements of a drone system; or

(2) Qualifications, training, or certification of a pilot, operator, or observer of a drone.

Section 3. That a NEW SECTION be added to chapter 50-15:

The operation of a drone, in compliance with federal aviation requlations, in the

airspace over this state does not, standing alone, give rise to legal liability under the laws

of this state or its political subdivisions.

Section 4. That § 50-15-6 be AMENDED:
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50-15-6. No person may, except as authorized by law, land a drone on the real
property or the waters of a landowner who owns the real property beneath the water
body, without the landowner's consent. It is an affirmative defense if the landing was a
forced landing, but in the case of forced landing, the owner or lessee of the drone remains
liable for any damage resulting from a forced landing. A person who violates this section
is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

The operation of a drone over real property is not a violation of this section if the

drone does not land or make contact with any structures or natural features on the

property.

Section 5. That a NEW SECTION be added to chapter 50-15:

The commission shall promulgate rules pursuant to chapter 1-26, to regulate:

1) The operation of a drone by or on behalf of this state or for the operation of a

state-owned drone; and

(2) The launching or landing of a drone on state-owned property.
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