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Budgetary	Structure
GFP has 6 programs provided within the annual general appropriations 
bill and the Governor’s budget book.

3 Budgeted Programs and 3 Informational Budgets

1. 0601 Div. of Administration
2. 0610 Div. of Wildlife‐Operations (Informational)
3. 0612 Div. of Wildlife‐Capital Development & Improvement 

(Informational 2yr Authority)
4. 0620 Div. of Parks & Recreation‐Maintenance & Operations
5. 0621 Div. of Parks & Recreation‐Capital Development & 

Improvement   (2yr Authority)
6. 0622 Snowmobile Trails (Informational)



GFP	Commission



GFP	Commission
• Provisions established in SDCL Chapter 41‐2 to set structure

• No more than four from the same political party.
• At least four shall be engaged in agriculture and reside on a 
farm/ranch.

• Members must be from both east and west river South Dakota.

• Authority to
• Establish fees.
• Promulgate administrative rules.
• Provide for other commission functions.
• Implement and oversee special budgetary functions.

• Transparent and robust public process.

• Strong legislative support and partnership.



Department	Budget	FY2020	
Budget	Brief



GFP’s	FTE	&	Staffing	Summary

• 486 Full‐time Employees 
• Over 1,000 employees on payroll from May‐August

FY17 Utilization 565.5 FTE
(Unutilized 13.4 FTE = 2.3 %) 

FY18 Utilization 570.8 FTE
(Unutilized 8.1 FTE = 1.4 %) 

• Staff Turnover Rates
Statewide  11% to 14%
GFP  6.0% to 9%

• Long Term Vacant Positions? Very few with no unassigned 
FTE



General	Funds



General	Funds	Historical	Summary
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FY20	General	Fund	Summary

Fish Hatchery Renovations $796,701
Custer State Park Facilities $1,949,982
Custer State Park Visitor Center $123,773
Good Earth State Park $61,794
Cedar Shores Shoreline Stabilization $223,934
Angostura Sewer Infrastructure $111,968
Total General Funds for Bond Payments $3,268,152

Division of Administration Operations $168,211
Division of Parks & Recreation Operations $2,772,205
Total General Funds for Operations $2,940,416



Department	Budget	FY2020	
Governor’s	Recommended



Department	Budget	FY2020	
Governor’s	Recommended



Division	of	Administration



Division	of	Administration



Division	of	Wildlife



Wildlife	Operations



Division	of	Wildlife	Operations
Budget	FY20	req.		=		$49,260,827
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Wildlife	Capital	Development



Div.	of	Wildlife	Capital	Development	
FY2020	req.
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Div.	of	Wildlife	Capital	Development	
FY2020	req.

Habitat	and	Access
• GPA Access Trails ($170,000)
• Spearfish Creek Habitat ($160,000)
• Brant Lake Outlet Structure ($185,000)

Facilities
• Cleghorn Solar Panels($152,000)
• TOC‐West Pond/Building Repair ($119,000)
• Blue Dog Rearing Ponds ($360,000)
• Statewide Dam/Building Maintenance ($250,000)

Shooting	Ranges
• 3rd Party Shooting Projects ($288,500)



Division	of	Wildlife	Revenue
FY2020	=	Estimated	$52,004,855
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Game	and	Fish	Fund	
(millions	of	dollars)

$0

$10

$20

$30

$40

$50

$60

FY2013 FY2014 FY2015 FY2016 FY2017 FY2018 FY2019
est.

FY2020
est.

Revenue Expenses Balance



Division	of	Parks	and	Recreation



Parks & Recreation
Managing What We Have



Parks	&	Recreation	Operations



Division	of	Parks	&	Recreation	Revenue
FY2020		=		$39,899,406	est.
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Parks	&	Rec	Capital	Development



Parks	and	Recreation
Capital	Development		FY2020	req.
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• Taking care of what we have – repair and replacement.
• Replacement value of just roads and buildings valued over $100,000 
= approximately $350,000,000.  
• Does not include utilities, small structures, boat ramps, etc.  

• FY20 Parks Capital Development Budget = $10,587,875.
• 81% of Capital Development is preventative maintenance.
• $5,225,850 – road work.
• $1,200,000 – Lake Vermillion RA campground expansion.
• $1,154,000 – Relocate/expand boat ramp parking at Lake Poinsett.
• $455,000 – Trail expansion at Pierson Ranch/Chief White Crane.

• Planning for the Future.
• Technology – Cartegraph ‐ inventory, assessment and projection.

Parks	&	Rec	Capital	Development



Snowmobile	
Program
Dedicated Funding
• Snowmobile Licenses
• Snowmobile Gas Tax
• Snowmobile Excise Tax



Snowmobile	Trails



Legion	Lake	Fire	Rehabilitation
With	$1.8	Million	Dollar	Grant	From	Helmsley	Charitable	Trust

Conservation Grant Rehabilitation in 2018
• Aerial Mapped forested burned area in park to create 

new forest management plan.
• Thinned 2,000 acres of forest.
• Aerial seeded 3,000 acres in the burned area.
• Aerial sprayed 5,000 acres of weeds in burned area.
• Built over 50 rock gabions for erosion control efforts.
• Replanted over 300 trees using the help of local 

schools.

Other Rehabilitation Efforts
• Repaired and replaced 6 miles of boundary fence with 

new metal posts and 3 miles of interior fence .
• Conducted a 9,600 acre salvage logging project to remove 

the burned timber and potential fire fuels from the area.
• 5,000 truckloads of wood  removed equaling 21 

million boardfeet or 160,000 tons of wood. 



Amendment	to	Current	Year	FY19	Budget	
and	Special	Appropriations	Bills

• $1,559,375 in other fund authority to Custer State Park for 
forest rehabilitation
• Amendment to current year’s budget
• Dollars awarded from Helmsley Charitable Trust
• $1,800,000 total grant over 3 years
• $240,625 included in the FY2020 recommendation for Parks 
Capital Development & Improvement

• $500,000 special appropriation for Palisades State Park 
enhancement.

• $1,000,000 special appropriation for Second Century Initiative  
(habitat funding)





Palisades	State	Park	Expansion

• 80 acres was gifted by the Parks and Wildlife 
Foundation to provide for expansion of camping and 
day‐use opportunities.

• Park plans to grow by 
177.5 acres through 
land gifts.

• Consistently has one of 
the highest occupancy 
rates of all state park 
campgrounds and 
hosts 90,000 + visitors 
annually.



Palisades	State	Park	Expansion
• Provides the following:
• Trail and day use facility expansion along creek.

• Secondary access points 
to fish, picnic, use trails 
and primitive camping.

• Modern campground 
development.

• Preservation of historic 
bridge.



Second	Century	Initiative
• Nest Predator Bounty Program

• Incentive‐ based program ‐ implemented statewide, year‐round.
• Strong emphasis during nesting season (April 1 – July 31).
• Implemented in conjunction with the live trap giveaway program. 

• Hunt for Habitat
• License raffle program for big game.
• Valid any time and place during that open hunting season.
• Available for residents and nonresidents.

• Specialty License Plate
• Partnership with the Division of Motor Vehicles.
• Proceeds to habitat management.

• Crowdsourcing for Habitat Solutions
• Enhance habitat.sd.gov to solicit ideas from anyone, anywhere.
• If idea is implemented, hunting license is waived for a year.


