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FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to revise certain provisions regarding family day care homes1

and unregistered family day care homes and to provide mentors for day care providers.2

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:3

Section 1. That § 26-6-14.1 be amended to read as follows:4

26-6-14.1. For the purposes of this chapter, family day care means providing care and5

supervision of for not more than twelve children from more than one unrelated family, in a family6

home, on a regular basis for part of a day as a supplement to regular parental care, without7

transfer of legal custody or placement for adoption, paid for directly or indirectly out of public8

funds. A family day care home may not be registered for care and supervision of more than9

twelve children at any one time including children. Unless otherwise licensed under § 26-6-14,10

any person who provides family day care for more than six children or who receives direct or11

indirect public funds for the provision of family day care shall be registered with the Department12

of Social Services as a family day care provider. Any children under the age of six living in the13

home shall be included when calculating the number of children in care.14
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Section 2. That § 26-6-14.2 be amended to read as follows:1

26-6-14.2. Application for registration for operation of a family day care home shall be made2

on forms provided by the Department of Social Services and in the manner prescribed by the3

department. The secretary of social services shall promulgate rules regulating family day care4

homes providing services paid for directly or indirectly out of public funds. The rules shall be5

promulgated pursuant to chapter 1-26. However, the rules and the registration required by6

§ 26-6-14.1 do not apply to family day care homes providing services not paid for directly or7

indirectly out of public funds. The department may investigate any family day care home8

providing services paid for directly or indirectly out of public funds to verify compliance with this9

chapter and the rules promulgated pursuant to this chapter. All registration certificates shall be10

in force for two years from the date of issuance unless suspended or revoked as authorized by11

§ 26-6-23 this chapter. The certificate issued under this chapter may not be assigned or12

transferred and applies only to the certificate and the location stated in the application and13

remains the property of the Department of Social Services.14

Section 3. That § 26-6-14.8 be amended to read as follows:15

26-6-14.8. For the purposes of §§ 26-6-14.8 to 26-6-14.11, inclusive this chapter,16

unregistered family day care means the providing care and supervision of for not more than six17

children from more than one unrelated family, in a family home, on a regular basis for part of a18

day as a supplement to regular parental care, without transfer of legal custody or placement for19

adoption, without payment directly or indirectly of any public funds. An unregistered family day20

care home may not provide care for more than twelve children at any one time including children21

Any children under the age of six living in the home shall be included when calculating the22

number of children in care.23

Section 4. That § 26-6-15.1 be amended to read as follows:24
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26-6-15.1. In addition to the number of children for which a family day care home, group1

family day care home, or day care center is registered or licensed to provide care pursuant to2

§ 26-6-15, the facility may care for the following numbers of children, if the children are of3

school age, beyond the grade of kindergarten, receive services only before or after school hours,4

or if the additional children are at the facility because of family emergency or special5

circumstance:6

(1) Family day care homes -- no more than two six additional children;7

(2) Group family day care homes -- no more than three additional children; and8

(3) Day care centers -- no more than twenty percent of the number of children for which9

the day care center is licensed.10

Any additional children in care pursuant to §§ 26-6-14, 26-6-15.1, and 26-6-15.2 shall be11

counted in maintaining staff-to-child ratios as prescribed by the Department of Social Services.12

Section 5. That chapter 26-6 be amended by adding thereto a NEW SECTION to read as13

follows:14

Any person who has registered with the Department of Social Services as a family day care15

provider shall receive a grant of five hundred dollars from the department after the registration16

certificate has been issued by the department. The recipient shall use the grant at the recipient's17

discretion for items used in connection with the operation of the family day care home.18

Section 6. That chapter 26-6 be amended by adding thereto a NEW SECTION to read as19

follows:20

The Department of Social Services shall establish and maintain a list of mentors for day care21

providers to make available  the skills of veteran day care providers for those day care providers22

who request a mentor, with the goal of offering day care providers exposure to proven child care23

techniques to create more effective and confident day care providers.24


