State of South Dakota

SEVENTY-SIXTH SESSION
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 2001

734E0457
House BILL No. 1096

Introduced by: Representatives Flowers, Hennies (Thomas), Juhnke, Monroe, Olson
(Md), and Pederson (Gordon) and Senators Brown (Arnold), Hutmacher,
McCracken, and Mclntyre

1 FORAN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to revise the methods for increasing or decreasing school
2 board sze and for creating or eiminating school board representation areas.

3 BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

4 Section 1. That § 13-8-3 be amended to read as follows:

5 13-8-3. The voters or the school board of any school district may increase or decrease the

6 numbe of board members—to—severn—or—totnine, or edablish or diminate school board
7  representation areas, by a majority vote of al voters voting at an election called and held as

8  heretnafter provided in this section or by unanimous vote of the school board. The number of

9  board members shall be as provided in § 13-8-2. If a petition signed by ten percent of the

10 registered voters of any school district, based upon the total number of registered voters at the
11 last preceding general election, ispresented to the board requesting that an election becalled for
12  the purpose of voting upon the question of the change of number of board members, or the
13  establishment of school board representation areas, the board shall call an election. If a petition

14  seeking referral of any board action taken pursuant to this section is presented to the board
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within ninety days of the board action, the board shall call an eection. The question shall be

submitted to the voters at an el ection to be held not lessthan forty-five nor more than sixty days

from the date of thefiling of sueh the petition with the business manager. If sueh-athe petition

isfiled lessthan one hundred twenty days prior to the next annual e ection, the question shall be

submitted at the annual election. Sueh The election shall be held upon the same notice and

conducted in the same manner as provided by chapter 13-7. Any increase or decrease in the

number of board members shall be implemented at the next succeeding annual € ection.
Section 2. That § 13-8-4 be amended to read as follows:

13-8-4. If at an election held or board action taken pursuant to § 13-8-3 arrrerease achange

inthe number of board membersisauthorized, the school board tsempoweredto may designate
the number of vacancies and the number of years, not to exceed three years, in each vacancy so
that all succeeding annual elections will have, insofar as practicable, the same number of
vacanciesto befilled.

The procedure for decreasing the number of board members shall be the same as for

increas ng the number of board members, and the board tssmitarty-empoweredto may designate

the vacancies and terms not to exceed three years-provitded;that. However, each school board

member shall be entitled to complete the term of office to which ke the member was elected.



