State of South Dakota

NINETY-FOURTH SESSION

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 2019
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366B0690
HOUSE BILL NOo. 1247

Introduced by: Representative Haugaard

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to establish minimum requirements for high school
graduation.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:
Section 1. That chapter 13-1 be amended by adding a NEW SECTION to read:
Except as provided in section 2 of this Act, the following constitute the minimum
requirements for high school graduation:
(1) Four units of English language arts, including:
(@  One-haf unit of American literature;
(b)  Oneunit of literature;
(c) Oneand one-half units of writing;
(d)  One-haf unit of speech or debate; and
(e)  One-half unit of any English language arts elective;
(2) Threeunitsof social studies, including:
(@  One-half unit of United States government;

(b)  Oneunit of United States history;
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(c)  One-half unit of world history; and
(d)  One-half unit of geography;

Three units of mathematics, including:

(@  Oneunit of algebral,

(b)  Oneunit of algebrall; and

(c)  Oneunit of geometry;

Three units of laboratory science, including:
(@  Oneunit of biology;

(b)  Oneunit of chemistry or physics; and
(c)  Oneunit of physical science;
One-half unit of personal finance;

One-half unit of physical education;

One unit of fine arts,

One-unit of:

(@ Anapproved career and technical education course;
(b)  World language; or

(c) A capstone experience;

One-half unit of health or health integration; and

(20) Any five and one-half additional units.

A diplomaissued under this section shall indicate that the student has met all requirements

for ahigh school diploma.

The Board of Education Standards may, by rule promulgated pursuant to chapter 1-26,

identify additional levels of achievement, which, if reached, shall also be indicated on a

student's high school diploma. The levels may include the successful completion of additional
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curricular requirements emphasizing aconcentration in career and technical education subjects
and the successful completion of additional curricular requirements emphasi zing aconcentration
in advanced academic pursuits.

Section 2. That chapter 13-1 be amended by adding a NEW SECTION to read:

If after completing at least two years of high school a student has failed to pass at |east
one-half unit from any three subdivisions in section 1 of thisAct or if the student has a grade
point averagethat isat or below the twenty-fifth percentile of all studentsin thedistrict who are
enrolled inthe same grade, the student may request that the student's principal, and the student's
guidance counselor or ateacher, meet with the student and the student's parent to determine if
the student should be permitted to pursue an optiona high school curriculum, in place of the
requirements set forth in section 1 of this Act.

If after meeting with school personnel as set forth in this section a student's parent consents
inwriting to the student pursuing the optional high school curriculum, the student iseligible to
receive a high school diploma upon completing the following requirements:

(1) Four units of English language arts, including:

(@  One-hadf unit of American literature;

(b)  One-haf unit of literature;

(©)  Oneunit of writing;

(d)  One-haf unit of speech or debate; and

(e)  One-half unit of any English language arts elective;
(2) Threeunitsof social studies, including:

(@  One-half unit of United States government; and

(b)  Oneunit of United States history;

(3)  Three units of mathematics, including one unit of algebral;
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Three units of science, including one unit of biology;
One-half unit of personal finance;
One-half unit of physical education;
One unit of fine arts,
One-unit of:
(@ Anapproved career and technical education course;
(b)  World language; or
(c) A capstone experience;
One-half unit of health or health integration; and

Any five and one-half additional units.

HB 1247

A diplomaissued under this section shall indicatethat it isbased on an optional high school

curriculum.

Section 3. That § 13-1-12.1 be amended to read:

13-1-12.1. The South DakotaBoard of Education Standards shall promulgaterul es pursuant

to chapter 1-26 to establish-standareds;

@

Standards for the classification and accreditation of schools within this state—to

estabhish-standardsfor:

Standards for the preparation of certified personnel-to-setforthprocedures;

Proceduresfor determining the eligibility of school districtsto receivestateaidte for

Standards and procedures for career and technical education,—ane—to—estabtish

o : : -

Standards for the required high school pregram courses set forth in section 1 of this

Act for all public and nonpublic schools withitrthe in this state—Fhe+ecommended
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§13-3-55 and for the optional program set forth in section 2 of this Act.

Nothing in this section authorizes the board to require the use of specifically designated

curriculum or methods of instruction.



