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HOUSE BILL NO. 1293ja

AN ACT TO INCREASE THE PENALTY FOR CERTAIN ASSAULTS COMMITTED
AGAINST FIREFIGHTERS OR EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS WHILE
ENGAGED IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR DUTIES.

A prison/jail population cost estimate statementisrequired for HB1293jadue
totheincreasein penalty for simple and aggravated assaults against ambulance
service personnel while engaged in the performance of their duties.

Ambulance service personnel would encompass more personnel than the
proposed emergency medical techniciansunder HB1293. Theamendment would
resultinanadditional 45individualsbeingcoveredunderthisbill. Basedonthe
national data of the percentage of firefighters and EMTs who experience
violencewhileonthejob, South Dakotacould expect oneadditional assault over
aten year period.

Currently, 85% of assault convictions under SDCL 22-18-1.05 are for simple
assault. For that reason, the Legislative Research Council isassuming the one
additional assault would be a Class 6 felony for simple assault. Most simple
assault convictionsresultinaprisonsentence. The average prison sentence for
simple assault is 667 days. However, persons convicted of nonviolent Class 6
felonies are eligible for parole after serving at least 25% of their sentence,
depending on criminal history. Dueto the nature of parole, itisimpossiblefor
LRC to know when parole may be granted. Therefore, wewill beworking under
the assumption that those convicted will be released at first eligibility to
establish minimum standards. Under parole, the days spent in prison would be
167 days for simple assault.

At an average daily cost of $74.83, the total additional average cost increases
toprisonsfromHB1293jawouldlikelybezerointhefirstyearand $12,488 over
a ten year period. If HB1293 is adopted as amended, the total average cost
increasestoprisonswouldbe$170,181 annually and $1,714,291 over atenyear
period.
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