
AN ACT

ENTITLED, An Act to allow owners to affix vehicle identification numbers on certain trailers.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

Section 1. That § 32-3-22 be amended to read:

32-3-22. The department shall assign a distinguishing vehicle identification number to comply

with the standardized replacement vehicle identification number system to any motor vehicle, trailer,

or semitrailer or any component part if the vehicle identification number is illegible, destroyed, or

obliterated. If the department assigns a number to a motor vehicle or a trailer that weighs three

thousand pounds or more, the owner shall have the number appropriately attached by an employee

of the department or the highway patrol. If the department assigns a number to a trailer that weighs

less than three thousand pounds, the owner of the trailer shall permanently affix the assigned number

to the neck of the trailer and have an employee of the department or any South Dakota law

enforcement officer certify, on a form designated by the department, that the number was properly

affixed to the trailer. Any motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer to which the vehicle identification

number is assigned shall be registered under the number if registration is required under this chapter.

The removal or the alteration of the vehicle identification number or the failure to have the number

attached is a Class 6 felony. The owner of the motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer shall pay an

amount to the department to reimburse the state for the cost of the issuance and attachment of the

assigned number. The money collected shall be deposited in the motor vehicle fund.
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