State of South Dakota

NINETY-SECOND SESSION

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 2017
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619Y 0004
seENATEBILL No. 10

Introduced by: Senators Wiik, Frerichs, and Rusch and Representative McCleerey at the
request of theRiver Basin Natural ResourceDistrict Oversight Advisory Task
Force

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to provide for an election in the Red River and Minnesota
River Basin Natural ResourceDistrict in 2018, to remove certain areasfromthe East Dakota
Water Development District that are contained in that river basin natural resource district,
and to provide for electionsin the other river basin natural resource districts at alater date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:
Section 1. That chapter 46A-19 be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:

Each river basin district shall have agoverning council consisting of six council members.
Two council members shall be elected from each subdistrict. For a person to be eligible for a
council position, the person shall be aregistered voter in the subdistrict for which the personis
seeking election.

Section 2. That chapter 46A-19 be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:

Theinitial council membersfor the Red River and MinnesotaRiver Basin Natural Resource
District shall be chosen in the 2018 general election. The initial council members for the

remainder of the river basin natural resource districts shall be chosen in the 2020 general
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-2- SB 10
election.

Section 3. That chapter 46A-19 be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:

Before the applicableinitial election in either 2018 or 2020, each county auditor shall give
public notice, on a form prescribed by the State Board of Elections, of each district council
position for which nominating petitions may befiled. Notice shall be published in each county
legal newspaper at least once aweek for two consecutive weeks. The last publication may not
belessthan ten nor morethan fifteen daysbeforethe deadlinefor filing of nominating petitions.

Section 4. That chapter 46A-19 be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:

Nominating petitions shall be made avail abl e at the Office of the Secretary of State and each
county auditor's office on aform prescribed by the State Board of Elections. A candidate shall
be nominated by apetition signed by at |east twenty-five registered voters of the subdistrict area
to be represented by the candidate. No candidate for an initial election in 2018 or 2020 may
circulate any petition for signatures before January first of the election year.

A candidate seeking election to ariver basin natural resource district council shall submit
a nominating petition to the secretary of state by five p.m. central time on July first of the
election year. A petition shall be considered filed if the petition ismailed by registered mail by
five p.m. central time on July first of the election year.

The initial council members from each subdistrict, chosen in either the 2018 or 2020
applicable general election, shall be elected to serve staggered terms. One member shall be
elected to serve afour-year term and the second member shall be elected to serve a two-year
term. A candidate shall declare at the time of submitting a nominating petition if the candidate
is seeking the two-year term position or the four-year term position. After the applicableinitial
election in 2018 or 2020, the term for each council member shall be a four-year term.

Section 5. That chapter 46A-19 be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:
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Any person who is aregistered voter of the river basin natural resource district subdistrict
iseligible to vote in an election for a council member representing that subdistrict.

Section 6. That chapter 46A-19 be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:

If no candidate receives a magjority of the vote in the general election, then the council
position shall be filled by the candidate who receives the most votes.

Section 7. That chapter 46A-19 be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:

A council member shall take office on the second Tuesday in January following the el ection.
Before assuming the duties of office, each council member shall take an official oath pursuant
to 8 3-1-5 and execute an official bond. The official bond shall be in an amount not |ess than
one thousand dollars. Each officia bond shall comply with chapter 3-5. The cost of an official
bond shall be paid by the district.

Section 8. That chapter 46A-19 be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:

If any vacancy occurson theriver basin natural resource district council by reason of death,
disability, failure to maintain registered voter status in the subdistrict represented, resignation,
or other cause pursuant to 8 3-4-1, or because no qualifying petitions have been filed for anew
term of office, the office shall befilled by appointment by the remaining council membersfrom
candidates proposed by nominating petitions signed by at |east twenty-five registered voters of
the subdistrict in which the vacancy occurs. A candidate shall file the nominating petition with
the district council. The member that created the vacancy may not vote in the appointment to
fill the vacancy. The person appointed shall meet all the requirements of a council member
elected. Before assuming the duties of office, the appointed person shall take the official oath
pursuant to 8 3-1-5 and execute an official bond. The person appointed to fill the vacancy shall
serve for the remainder of the unexpired term.

Section 9. That § 46A-3A-3 be amended to read:
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46A-3A-3. The East Dakota Water Development District is hereby established. The East
Dakota Water Development District includes al of Minnehaha, Moody, Lake, Kingsbury;

Brookings; and Hamlin;Beudel-Codington-ana-Grant counties; all of Brookings County except

Lake Hendricks and Oak Lake townships; all of Codington County except Leola township:;

Grafton, Belleview, Adams, Henden, Howard, Clearwater, Canova and Vermillion townships

in Miner County; Rome, Goodwin, Havana, Deuel, Hidewood, Brandt, Grange, and Blom

townshipsin Deuel County; and Ortley, Blooming Valley, Farmington, and L ura townships of

Grant county; and all municipalitiesthat arewholly or partially within theincluded area or that

are contiguous to the included area. However, all of the municipality of Toronto is excluded

from the district.

Section 10. Section 9 of this Act is effective on January 1, 2019.



