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SENATEBILL NO. 72

AN ACT TO PROHIBIT THE ABORTION OF AN UNBORN CHILD WHO IS CAPABLE OF
EXPERIENCING PAIN AND TO PROVIDE A PENALTY THEREFOR.

A prison or jail impact statement was requested for SB 72 due to the creation of a

penalty of aClass 6 felony for performing certain types of abortions as prohibited in
the bill.

Currently there are two abortion-related feloniesin the code, one for knowingly and
intentionally aborting afetus based on gender preference (834-23A-64), and one for
performing a partial birth abortion (834-23A-27). There have been no arrests and no
convictionsunder either of thoselawsinthelastfiveyears. Duetothelow occurrence
of abortion violations in South Dakota, and the extremely low numbers of abortion
providersin the state, it isthe opinion of the LRC that this bill will have negligible
impact on the prison or jail population.
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