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HOUSE BILL NO. 1027

AN ACT TO REVISE CERTAIN PROVISIONS REGARDING LICENSURE OF MASSAGE
THERAPISTS.

A prison or jail impact statement has been requested for House Bill 1027 because the
bill expands possibleviolatorsof the massagetherapy licensureprovisionstoinclude
the owners and managers of businesses that employ or contract with unlicensed
massage therapists.

Under the current statute, any person that engagesin the practice of massage or holds
him or herself out asalicensed massagetherapist without an actual licenseisguilty of
aClass 1 misdemeanor. There was an average of threeto four arrests, with an average
of two convictions, peryear fromJanuary 1, 2010to December 31, 2015. Of those, each
defendant spent an average of 25 daysinjail. Accordingtothe South Dakota M assage
Therapy Board, therearearound 800 licensed massagetherapistsinthestateeachyear,
making a conviction rate of less than one half percent. While the changesin the law
may add more possible violators, the changes only add a small population of owners
and managers of massage businesses. When combined with the very low rate of
conviction, itistheopinion of the LRC that the prison or jail impact of thisbill will
be negligible.
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