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A LEGISLATIVE COMMEMORATION, Commending Joanie Johnson on her outstanding
service to the South Dakota Legislature.

WHEREAS, Joanie Johnson was born May 25, 1931, in Yankton, South Dakota, where she
grew up and graduated from Yankton High School in 1949 and then attended Briar Cliff
College; and

WHEREAS, Joanie married Bill Johnson on June 3, 1951, moved to Pierre in 1963, and is
the proud and loving matriarch of a family with four children, twelve grandchildren, and six
great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Joanie worked for the Legislature for twenty-eight years starting in the
Engrossing and Enrolling Office (E&E), typing bills and amendments on a manual typewriter
with carbon paper. Each document had to be in triplicate with no errors. Joanie eventually
became the Assistant Chief of E&E; and

WHEREAS, Joanie has served as the second assistant to the secretary of the Senate since
1987, keeping track of all the Senate bills. In this position she has been the "keeper of the gavel"
for four different Lieutenant Governors:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT COMMEMORATED, by the Eighty-Third Legislature of the
State of South Dakota, that Joanie Johnson be commended on her twenty-eight years of
outstanding service to the South Dakota Legislature and specifically for her last twenty-one
years of service to the South Dakota Senate.


