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SENATEBILL NO. 44

AN ACT TO CLASSIFY VEHICULAR HOMICIDE AS A CRIME OF VIOLENCE.

A prison/jail population cost estimate statement has been requested on SB44
becauseit addsvehicular homicideto thelist of violent crimes, which changes
the amount of time a defendant sentenced under 8§ 22-16-41 must serve before
becoming eligible for parole.

Therewere4l arrestsforvehicular homicidefrom January 1, 2010to December
31, 2015, with 24 resulting in convictions. Of those convictions, the average
sentence in the state penitentiary was 4,095 days, or 11.22 years. Under the
current parole structure, adefendant would be eligible for parole after serving
30% of the sentence, or around 3.36 years. Under the new classification, a
defendant would have to serve 50% of the sentence, or 5.6 years, before
becoming eligible for parole.

Using prior averageconvictions, wewill assumefour convictionsfor vehicular
homicide per year. With an average sentence of 11.22 years per defendant, each
defendant sentenced per year would cost $224,446if they wereincarcerated for
their entire sentence. Due to the nature of parole, itisimpossibleto calculate
exactly howlonganinmatewill remainincarcerated for purposesof thisimpact.
Therefore,theLRCwill work under theassumptionthat every defendant will be
released on parole at thefirst availabletimeto establishaminimum difference
in time served. Assuming this, under the current structure inmates would be
released after 3.37 years, costing $67,361 for their entire sentence. Under the
new classification, theinmateswould serveat least 5.61years of their sentence
before being released on parole, at a cost of $112,251 for the entire sentence.
Inmatesunder the new structurewill serve on average at |east 819 more days of
their sentence before becoming eligible for parole, at a cost of $44,889 above
theprior classification. Therefore, the estimated prisonimpactisan additional
$44,889 per inmate sentenced to vehicular homicide.

Because every inmate will serve at least 3.37 yearsregardless of the changein
the law, the financial impact will not manifest until four years after thelaw is
enacted. After that, therewill beacontinuousincrease for three years, before
leveling after the sixth year. Therefore, the estimated prison impact would
phasein asfollows:
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