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SENATE BILL NO. 58

AN ACT TO REVISE CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS FOR THE USE OF NIGHT-VISION
EQUIPMENT FOR HUNTING UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS.

A p r i son  o r  j a i l  impac t  s t a t emen t  has  been  reques t ed  fo r  Sena te  Bi l l  58
because  the  b i l l  amends  p rov i s ions  r egard ing  n igh t -v i s ion  hun t ing ,  wh ich
may change  the  number  o f  v io l a t ions .  The  b i l l  changes  the  p rov i s ion  in  §41-
8 -17(2 )  tha t  a l lows  one  gues t  and  a  l andowner  to  use  a r t i f i c i a l  l i gh t  and
n igh t -v i s ion  equ ipmen t  on  the  owner ’ s  l and ,  t o  a l l owing  no  more  than  fou r
gues t s  and  a  l andowner  t o  u se  a r t i f i c i a l  l i gh t  and  n igh t -v i s ion .  The  change
a l so  c l a r i f i e s  t he  type  o f  f i r ea rm ca r t r i dge  a l lowed  fo r  hun t ing  under  t h i s
p rov i s ion .  Vio la t ion  o f  t h i s  s t a t u t e  i s  a  C las s  2  misdemeanor.

There  a re  ove r  400 ,000  hun t ing  l i censes ,  s t amps ,  and  t ags  i s sued  in  Sou th
Dako ta  each  yea r.  There  were  501  a r res t s  and  417  conv ic t ions  unde r  §41-8 -17
be tween  J anuary 1 ,  2010  and  December  31 ,  2015 ,  ave raging  abou t  83  a r re s t s
and  69  conv ic t ions  pe r  yea r.  Each  conv ic t ion  se rved  a round  15  days  in  j a i l .
Of  no te ,  t he  s t a tu t e  has  o the r  poss ib l e  v io l a t ions ,  i nc lud ing  a  p roh ib i t i on  on
us ing  a  spo t l i gh t  o r  o the r  a r t i f i c i a l  l i gh t  on  a  h ighway,  i n  a  f i e ld ,  pas tu re ,
wood land ,  fo res t ,  o r  p ra i r i e  be tween  sunse t  and  sunr i se ,  ex cep t  by pe r sons
spec i f i ed  in  t he  l aw.  The  b i l l  changes  on ly one  aspec t  o f  t he  p roh ib i t i on .
Cur ren t ly,  t he  ave rage  a r re s t s  and  conv ic t i ons  cos t  approx imate ly $109 ,089
per  yea r.  Less  t han  one  t en th  o f  one  pe rcen t  o f  hun t ing  l i cense  ho lde r s  w i l l  be
conv ic t ed  o f  a  c r ime  under  t h i s  s t a tu t e .

However,  because  th i s  b i l l  p roposes  a  s l i gh t ly more  l en ien t  s t anda rd  than  the
cur ren t  hun t ing  l aws  and  regu la t ions  p rov ide ,  i t  i s  t he  op in ion  o f  t he  LRC
tha t  t hese  s t a tu to ry changes  wi l l  have  l i t t l e  t o  no  impac t  on  p r i son  o r  j a i l
cos t s .
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