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What EMS Provides to South Dakota

= 24/7 Emergency Response

" Basic and Advanced Life Support
® Cardiac and Stroke Care

" Interfacility Transfers

" Mass Causality Response

" Community Health Education

If EMS disappears, there is NO replacement



RRENT STATE OF EMS

arily Rural/Frontier Service Area

by Rural Health Care Transformation grant.

lunteer Workforce: Ave Nge of EMS providers in SD is 51

Dept of Health Data
2cruiting EMS Staff

g Call volume

Growing reliance on Paid Staffing



Vorkforce Crisis

lunteer service
volunteer

ies need two incc O survive

1teerism is decreasing ar Nanging

-MS has increased

tréining was 81 hours in 1975 and today 150-180 hours

_ _'fch paying jobs

rnout due to high stress- Rural EMS is a beast of its own



yursement — Not Enough

not cover costs
ost-to-reimbursement gap of 54-63%

on Survey 2020-2025

simbursement: Reimbursement far under cost

Insurance: Payments inconsistent

s not reimbursed

CMS Proposed

Caps on GEMT
Payments at the
Medicare Ambulance
Fee Schedule Amounts
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Readiness Costs

lany: These are needed for 1000 calls or 50 calls

- Fuel
. __' _ - Insurance
pment &aining
ytions - Facilities

1L ay for readiness every minute of every day, not just when
ulal ansports a patient.



h\} IS EMS different?

service

-supported essential servi

b

cted to function as an essential service
funded through billing, donations, and local subsidies

Why is EMS the only public safety service
expected to pay for itself?



S Funding Solutions

unding

ased Medicaid Reimbursements

force recruitment and rhtion funding

ytional Support funding

ng that is a partnership between state and local governments

A |1 Patient Protection Act :This would have increased
1surance  reimbursements for EMS




eturn on Investment

_ Rural Health Care Access
drts"hospitals and patient movement

yves Disaster Preparedness

' ‘J_Economic Development

" Communities cannot thrive without
| EMS



bulance Attempt at Funding

orm an Ambulance Tax District: 31-11A
y law: petition or resolution by governing

-Halted by Lincoln Cou hCommissioners

ber 2025 — Letter released by Lennox City Council to halt all
services outside city limits on 01/01/2027

.. Talks continuing towards an equitable funding option
etween all levels of local government
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lative Request

ial

rsight of all aspects of EMS in one office
j,,kerm Commitment to p c‘t EMS

and reliable EMS funding solutions

yved reimbursement rates

ledicaid Reimbursements

-SB 211 Patient Protection Act



EMS is not optional.

EMS is not a luxury.

EMS is not “nice to have.”

EMS saves lives — every single day!

EVERY South Dakotan deserves timely
access to emergency medical care,
regardless of their zip code.



	The State OF EMS IN SOUTH DAKOTA
	What EMS Provides to South Dakota
	Current State of EMS
	Workforce Crisis
	EMS Reimbursement – Not Enough
	Readiness Costs
	Why is EMS different?
	Funding Solutions
	Return on Investment
	Lennox Ambulance Attempt at Funding
	Legislative Request
	Slide 12

