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70B 101st Legislative Session 70

2026 South Dakota Legislature
Senate Bill 70

AMENDMENT 70B
FOR THE INTRODUCED BILL

An Act to revise the duties of the Transportation Commission to include
responsibilities of the South Dakota Railroad Board—and-the—-Seuth—Dalketa

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

Section 1. That § 1-44-4 be AMENDED:

1-44-4. There is created the Transportation Commission within the Department
of Transportation. The Transportation Commission consists of nine members. The
Governor shall appoint the members. All members are full voting members of the
commission. Not all members of the commission may be from the same political party. No
two members may, at the same time, be-a+resident residents of the same county. At least

two members shall have experience in the use or operation of rail service.-Atteasttwo

Section 2. That § 1-44-20 be AMENDED:
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1-44-20. The Department of Transportation, with the approval of the—Seuth
Paketa-State Railread-Boeard Transportation Commission and the written consent of the

Governor, may enter into agreements, contracts, leases {as lessor or lessee}, or other

arrangements with any corporation, partnership, individual, agency, or authority, on-sueh
terms and conditions as the department shall determine, including providing for the
acquisition, operation, maintenance, and improvement of public rail lines, and the
acquisition and disposition of any—and—al rights-of-way, land, facilities, fixtures and
appurtenant structures, services and equipment, determined by the department to be

necessary or appropriate.
Section 3. That § 1-44-27 be AMENDED:

1-44-27. The Department of Transportation shall obtain the approval of the

RailreadBeard_Transportation Commission in the matters of operation, management,

finance, marketing, and development of rail service over all properties and facilities

acquired, leased, or controlled by the state.
Section 4. That § 1-44-30 be AMENDED:

1-44-30. Pursuant to chapter 1-26, the-raHreadbeard Transportation Commission
shall adopt and publish rules to implement § 1-44-29. The-rairead-beard Transportation
Commission may, by-beard resolution, implement the provisions of § 1-44-28-and+reed
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Section 5. That § 3-23-10 be AMENDED:

3-23-10. The following authorities, boards, or commissions are subject to this
chapter:
(1) South Dakota Building Authority;
(2) Board of Economic Development;
(3) South Dakota Housing Development Authority;
(4) South Dakota Health and Education Facilities Authority;
(5) South Dakota Science and Technology Authority-Beard-ef Directors;
(6) South Dakota Ellsworth Development Authority;
(7) South Dakota Commission on Gaming;
(8) South Dakota Lottery Commission;
(9) South Dakota State Brand Board;
(10) Game, Fish and Parks Commission;

(11) South Dakota State Banking Commission;

(12) Board of Trustees of the South Dakota Retirement System;
(13) Aeronautics Commission;
4 )—South-DaketaState Railroad Board:

+5) Transportation Commission;

Underscores indicate new language.
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+63(14) South Dakota Board of Education Standards;
+A(15) Board of Regents;

+83(16) Board of Pardons and Paroles;

493(17) Board of Minerals and Environment;
206)(18) Board of Water and Natural Resources;
2153(19) South Dakota Railroad Authority;

223(20) Beardof-WaterManagement Water Management Board; and

233(21) South Dakota Board of Technical Education.

Section 6. That § 10-28-21.6 be AMENDED:

10-28-21.6. The—State—Railread—Beard Transportation Commission shall, in

accordance with chapter 1-26, promulgate rules establishing the form upon which a

railroad shall submit verification information for capital expenses being claimed as tax
credits authorized by § 10-28-21.2, when the information is to be submitted, and the

manner in which the certification is submitted.
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Section 7. That § 49-16B-3 be AMENDED:

49-16B-3. There is created the South Dakota Railroad Authority, a body corporate
and politic. The governing board of the South Dakota Railroad Authority—shalt—be_is
comprised of the members of the—Seuth—Baketa—State RailreadBeard_Transportation

Commission, as provided-by§31-44-25.in § 1-44-4.

Section 8. That § 49-16B-13.1 be AMENDED:

49-16B-13.1. The authority shall receive approval for all proposed expenditures
from the—Seuth—Daketa—StateRailroad—Beard_Transportation Commission and the

Governor.

Section 9. That § 49-16C-3 be AMENDED:

49-16C-3. The-Seuth—Dbakota—StateRailread—Beard_Transportation Commission
may, upon the written approval of the Governor, make loans from the railroad trust fund
to regional railroad authorities upon—sueh_the terms and conditions—asthe-State Railroad
Beard_the Transportation Commission may determine. The-Seuth-Daketa—State Railroad

Beard Transportation Commission shall adopt rules, pursuant to chapter 1-26 establishing

the procedures for loan-application_applications and approval.

Section 10. That § 49-16C-4 be AMENDED:

49-16C-4. The-Seuth—Daketa—State Rallroad-Beard_Transportation Commission
may set, from time to time, the interest rates at which it shall make the loans provided
for in § 49-16C-3. In addition to-sueh interest charges, the-beard commission may-make
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charge for and collect—sueh costs, fees, and other—eharges_ expenses incurred in

administering the loan, as the-beard commission may deem necessary.

Section 11. That § 49-16C-5 be AMENDED:

49-16C-5. The-Seuth—Daketa—State RaireadBeard_Transportation Commission
may;—with—the—appreval-efthe-Geverner; expend-funds_moneys from the railroad trust

fund to match federal railroad rehabilitation funds.

Section 12. That § 49-16C-7 be AMENDED:

49-16C-7. Any funds in the railroad trust fund designated for expenditure by any
of the provisions of § 49-16B-13.1, 49-16C-2, 49-16C-3,_or 49-16C-5;6+49-16C-6 are

hereby continuously appropriated for such purposes.
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