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48D 100th Legislative Session 48

2025 South Dakota Legislature
Senate Bill 48

AMENDMENT 48D
FOR THE INTRODUCED BILL

An Act to modify provisions pertaining to the registration of voters.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:
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Section-5_1. That a NEW SECTION be added to chapter 12-4:

Any individual who applies to reqgister as a voter must provide documentation

demonstrating that the individual is a citizen of the United States. The county auditor must

reject any application that does not include the documentation. An individual may provide:

1)

The number of the individual's driver license or nondriver identification card,

(2)

provided that:
(a) The driver license or nondriver identification card was issued by this state

or another state or territory of the United States after September 30, 1996;

and

(b) The driver license or nondriver identification card indicates that the

individual has provided documentation demonstrating that the individual is

a citizen of the United States;

A legible photocopy of the individual's birth certificate;

(3)

A legible photocopy of the pages of the individual's United States passport that

(4)

show the individual's:

(a) Name;
(b) Photograph; and

(c) Passport number;

A legible photocopy of the individual's United States naturalization documents;

(5)—TFhenumber-of the-individual's certificate-of naturalizatien;

6}

Any other document or method of proof of citizenship that has been established

pursuant to the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986, 8 U.S.C. §§ 1101 et

seq. (January 1, 2025); or
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{A(6) The individual's Bureau of Indian Affairs card humber, tribal treaty card number,

tribal identification card number, or tribal enrollment number.

An application that was received from a location that provides driver licenses does

not need to include the documentation required by this section, if the individual's

citizenship status was established when the individual obtained the South Dakota driver

license or South Dakota nondriver identification card.

Proof of voter registration in another state or territory is not sufficient to

demonstrate that an individual is a citizen of the United States.

Section 2. That § 12-4-5.3 be AMENDED:

12-4-5.3. When a voter registration application is received by the county auditor,
the county auditor or an individual designated by the county auditor-shal_must review the
application for eligibility and completeness. If the applicant is not eligible to be registered
or_if sufficient information to complete the registration card cannot be obtained from the
applicant, the county auditor must send an acknowledgment notice by nonforwardable
mail to the applicant indicating the reason the registration was not filed. The
acknowledgment notice must state that the applicant-reedste_must submit the corrected
information to the county auditor within thirty days or the voter registration form may not
be processed.

If the county auditor is unable to obtain sufficient information to complete the

applicant's card from the voter registration application that was submitted between thirty

and sixty days before the election, the acknowledgement notice must state that the

applicant has until the day fifteen days before the date of the election to submit the

corrected information to the county auditor.
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The county auditor shall send an acknowledgment notice by nonforwardable mail
to the applicant whose registration is accepted. The State Board of Elections shall
promulgate rules, pursuant to chapter 1-26, prescribing the form of the acknowledgement
notice. The same confirmation mailing required by § 12-4-19 must be sent immediately
to any person whose registration acknowledgment notice is returned undeliverable._A

notice sent pursuant to this section must be mailed within five business days of the auditor

receiving the voter registration application.

Section 3. That § 12-4-6.1 be AMENDED:

12-4-6.1. A-veter voter's registration-shaltbe-censidered-te-be_is effective on the
date-whieh_that the card is received by the county auditor.-Hewever,—ifthe—<ard If an

application was completed at one of the agencies listed in § 12-4-2,-is—received-bythe

the-eard-shall-beconsidered-te-be the voter's registration is effective on the date-whieh-t
that the application was signed at the agency—¥fa-eard, provided the application is:

(1) Received by the auditor within five days following a voter registration deadline;

and

(2) Dated by the voter registration deadline.

If an application does not contain all of the information required by the form

prescribed pursuant to § 12-4-6 or if the-eard application contains information-whieh_that
is not correct,-tshal-be-consideredte-be_the voter's registration is effective on the date

all of the correct, required information is supplied to the county auditor_in accordance with

§ 12-4-5.3.
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