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11)    "Obscene material," material:
(a)    The dominant theme of which, taken as a whole, appeals to the 
prurient interest;
(b)    Which is patently offensive because it affronts contemporary 
community standards relating to the description or representation of sado-
masochistic abuse or sexual conduct; and
(c)    Lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value.
In prosecutions under §§ 22-24-27 to 22-24-37, inclusive, if circumstances 
of production, presentation, sale, dissemination, or publicity indicate that 
the matter is being commercially exploited by the defendant for the sake of 
its prurient appeal, such evidence is probative with respect to the nature of 
the matter;

2 2 - 2 4 - 2 7.  D e f i n i t i o n  o f  t e r m s .

https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=22-24-27
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=22-24-37
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=22-24-27


(6)    "Material," anything tangible which is harmful to 
minors, whether derived through the medium of 
reading, observation, or sound;
(7)    "Matter" or "material," any book, magazine, 
newspaper, or other printed or written material; or 
any picture, drawing, photograph, motion picture, or 
other pictorial representation; or any statue or other 
figure; or recording, transcription or mechanical, 
chemical, or electrical reproduction; or any other 
articles, equipment, machines, or materials;

2 2 - 2 4 - 2 7.  D e f i n i t i o n  o f  t e r m s .

https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=22-24-27


(4)    "Harmful to minors," includes in its meaning the quality of 
any material or of any performance or of any description or 
representation, in whatever form, of nudity, sexual conduct, 
sexual excitement, or sado-masochistic abuse, if it:
(a)    Predominantly appeals to the prurient, shameful, or 
morbid interest of minors; and
(b)    Is patently offensive to prevailing standards in the adult 
community as a whole with respect to what is suitable material 
for minors; and
(c)    Is without serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific 
value;

2 2 - 2 4 - 2 7.  D e f i n i t i o n  o f  t e r m s .

https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=22-24-27


(14)    "Sexual conduct," within the 
meaning of subdivision (4) of this 
section, any act of masturbation, 
homosexuality, sexual intercourse, or 
physical contact with a person's clothed 
or unclothed genitals, pubic area, 
buttocks, or if such person be a female, 
the breast;

2 2 - 2 4 - 2 7.  D e f i n i t i o n  o f  t e r m s .

https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=22-24-27


 A person is guilty of disseminating material 
harmful to minors if that person knowingly 
gives or makes available to a minor or 
promotes or possesses with intent to promote 
to minors, or if that person knowingly sells or 
loans to a minor for monetary consideration 
any material described in subdivision § 22-24-
27(4).

2 2 - 2 4 - 2 9.  P o s s e s s i o n ,  s a l e ,  o r  l o a n  a s  
d i s s e m i n a t i n g  m a t e r i a l  h a r m f u l  t o  m i n o r s .

https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=22-24-29


 Any person who disseminates material 
harmful to minors is guilty of a Class 1 
misdemeanor.

2 2 - 2 4 - 2 8.  D i s s e m i n a t i n g  m a t e r i a l  h a r m f u l  t o  
m i n o r s  a s  m i s d e m e a n o r .

https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=22-24-28


 Any public school that provides a public access computer shall 
do one or both of the following:
(1)    Equip the computer with software that will limit minors' 
ability to gain access to obscene materials or purchase internet 
connectivity from an internet service provider that provides filter 
services to limit access to obscene materials; or
(2)    Develop and implement, by January 1, 2001, a local policy 
that establishes measures to restrict minors from computer 
access to obscene materials.

2 2 - 2 4 - 5 5.  P u b l i c  s c h o o l s  t o  r e s t r i c t  a c c e s s  t o  
o b s c e n e  m a t e r i a l s  o n  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  c o m p u t e r s .

https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=22-24-55


 Any public library that provides a public 
access computer shall develop and 
implement, by January 1, 2001, a local 
policy that establishes measures to 
restrict minors from computer access to 
obscene materials.
 

2 2 - 2 4 - 5 6.  P u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  t o  r e s t r i c t  a c c e s s  t o  
o b s c e n e  m a t e r i a l s  o n  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  c o m p u t e r s .

https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=22-24-56
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