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Elderly 
Population

• Elderly population is anyone over the 
age of 65

• Growth rate of elderly population an 
average of 2.23% per year

• Growth rate of disabled elderly 
population an average of 1.16% per year

• This includes a slight dip during 
pandemic in elderly population

• Disabled share of elderly population 
fallen from 34% to 30% 2
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Expected 
Population 

Growth

• Assumes that the average 
growth rate remains the same 
year over year

• 2.23% growth rate of elderly 
population and 1.16% growth rate 
of disabled elderly population.

• Disabled share of elderly 
population roughly 25% - 30% of 
elderly population
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Comparison 
of Estimates

• Abt Associates estimated an 
annual increase of 3.9% of elderly 
population.

• Abt Associates estimated an 
annual increase of 3.5% of 
disabled elderly population.

• A steeper curve was expected 
but caps out by 2030.
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Nursing 
Homes

• Number of nursing home beds has 
fallen from 60 beds per 1000 to 40 
beds per 1000.

• Reason is that nursing beds have 
gone down while elderly population 
has gone up.

• Fewer nursing homes and fewer 
beds has driven the per capita beds 
down.
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Nursing 
Homes

• Nursing licensed beds per elderly 
population has gone down throughout 
the state with most regions showing  
decline in per capita beds

• Area with the greatest drops include 
Sioux Falls area (8) due to transition to 
assisted living.

• There’s a greater focus on assisted 
living and alternatives to nursing 
homes.
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Nursing 
Homes
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• The difference between the number 
of licensed bed facilities and the number 
of moratorium bed facilities for a range 
of beds demonstrates the available bed 
capacity in the state.

• The data shows there are five 100+ 
bed facilities who are not utilizing or 
licensing bed space. 

• The rationale for not licensing all 
available bed space will vary by facility.
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Nursing 
Homes
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• This graph displays the number of 
moratorium beds vs licensed beds with 
each dot representing a nursing facility 
in the state.

• If the facility is on the diagonal line, 
the facility licensed for all moratorium 
beds (total bed capacity).

• If the facility is above the line, the 
facility is licensing less beds than their 
moratorium amount (total capacity).

• For example, the facility with 70 
licensed beds, at one point had the 
capacity to license 172 beds.



Nursing 
Homes
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• There does appear to be some correlation 
between the number of licensed beds and 
the occupied beds.

• If the facility is on the diagonal line, the 
facility has all licensed beds occupied.

• The smaller licensed bed facilities tend to 
be more occupied.  

• There is some correlation when looking at 
licensed beds and occupied beds with a rural 
and urban view.

• Urban – defined as a city with population of 10,000 or 
more or a city located within about 15 miles of a city 
with 10,000 or more in population • Rural – Population under 10,000 and not located within 15 miles of a larger city
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Nursing 
Homes
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• There does appear to be a moderate 
correlation between the number of licensed 
beds and the percent of occupied beds.

• The smaller licensed bed facilities tend to 
be more occupied.  

• There is a correlation when looking at 
licensed beds and percent of occupied beds 
with a rural and urban view.

• Urban – defined as a city with population of 
10,000 or more or a city located within about 15 
miles of a city with 10,000 or more in population

• Rural – Population under 10,000 and not located 
within 15 miles of a larger city
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Assisted
Living

• Per Capita assisted living beds 
has remained unchanged in 20 
years.

• Growth in assisted living beds 
have kept up with growth in 
population.

• Compared to other states, we’re 
7th in the nation for per capita 
assisted living beds.
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Assisted
Living

• All areas show either an 
increase in per capita beds or have 
kept pace with the population.

• Biggest increases are in the 
Rapid City area and the Sioux Falls 
areas.

• Distribution of assisted living 
beds spread more evenly, except 
for Sioux Falls area.
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Assisted
Living
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• Assisted living facilities tend to have 
smaller total bed facilities compared to 
nursing homes. 

• Most assisted living facilities have a 
small number of total beds, with 32 
facilities having 16 total beds each. 



Age of 
Facilities
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• Nursing facilities in the state are 
significantly more aged than assisted 
living facilities.

• There are 46 nursing facilities built 
between the early 1960’s and early 
1970’s.

• No data was collected on what 
maintenance, repair, or remodeling 
efforts have been done on these 
facilities over time or the current 
condition of the facilities.



Medicaid 
Beds
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• There is some correlation between 
Nursing facility licensed beds and 
percent of Medicaid beds in the facility.

• The data shows nursing facilities with 
30-50 licensed beds tend to have 30% to 
70% of the beds as Medicaid.

• There does not appear to be any 
correlation between Assisted Living 
licensed beds and percent of Medicaid 
beds in the facility.



Workforce
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• The use of contracted staff (traveling 
nurses) is far greater in nursing homes 
than assisted living facilities. 

• Some facilities had contracted staff 
for nurses and CNAs, while others 
contracted only for nurses or CNAs. 

• The nursing home facilities with 12-
17 contracted staff are licensed for 78 
and 114 beds. The State Veteran’s Home 
is one of the facilities. 

4

21

6

2
0

0 1 to 5 6 to 11 12 to 17 18+
Contracted FTE

Number of Nursing Homes with Contracted FTEs

Source: Survey Data, 33 of 97 nursing facilities provided data as of April 2023.

22

6
4

0 0

0 1 to 5 6 to 11 12 to 17 18+
Contracted FTE

Number of Assisted Living Facilities with Contracted FTEs

Source: Survey Data, 32 of 156 assisted living facilities provided data as of April 2023.



Workforce
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• The number of facilities with larger 
employee vacancies appears to be 
greater for nursing homes. 

• Some facilities had contracted staff 
for nurses and CNAs, while others 
contracted only for nurses or CNAs. 

• There appears to be some correlation 
in rural nursing and employee vacancy 
rate. There is a fair number of rural 
nursing facilities with 10-20% employee 
vacancy rates. 
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Workforce
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Source: S.D. Board of Nursing

Source: S.D. Board of Nursing

• Total growth of 11.2% in RN 
licenses since 2017, averaging about 
2.2% growth a year. 

• In 2023, there are slightly less 
actively licensed RNs than in 2022. 

• 5.4% of active RNs are practicing 
in nursing home/extended care, with 
a majority, 38.3%, engaged in a 
hospital setting. 

• 6.9% of licensed RN’s are 
unemployed, retired, or have other 
employment



Workforce
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• Total growth of 4.9% in LPN 
licenses since 2017, averaging 
about 1% growth a year. 

• In 2023, there are less actively 
licensed LPNs than in 2022. 

• 22.8% of active LPNs are 
practicing in nursing 
home/extended care, with a 
majority engaged in the 
ambulatory care setting. 

• 10.7% of LPN’s are unemployed, 
retired, or have other employment

Source: S.D. Board of Nursing

Source: S.D. Board of Nursing



Workforce
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• A majority, 31.8% of LPNs are located 
in Lincoln and Minnehaha counties.

• Lawrence, Meade, and Pennington 
have the second highest concentration 
of LPNs in the state with 18.8%.

• The location of LPNs in the state 
could be a reason why nursing 
homes/extended care in rural areas are 
experiencing a difficulty in finding 
licensed LPNs.

• The RN distribution is similar with 
Lincoln and Minnehaha accounting for 
41.5% and Lawrence, Meade, and 
Pennington accounting for 19.9%

Source: S.D. Board of Nursing
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