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An Act to provide staffing ratios for day care providers. 1 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA: 2 

Section 1. That chapter 26-6 be amended with a NEW SECTION: 3 

The staffing ratios applicable to a licensee providing day care for, and supervision 4 

of, children under this chapter are: 5 

(1) One adult for every five children who are less than one-and-one-half years of age; 6 

(2) One adult for every six children who are at least one-and-one-half years of age but 7 

less than three years; 8 

(3) One adult for every ten children who are at least three years of age but less than 9 

four years; 10 

(4) One adult for every twelve children who are at least four years of age but less than 11 

six years; and 12 

(5) One adult for every fifteen children who are at least six years of age. 13 

The adult-child ratio of mixed-age groups must meet the requirements of the age 14 

group that comprises the majority of the children, except, if children under three years of 15 

age are present in the group, the adult-child ratio for children under three years of age, 16 

as set forth in this section, must be maintained. 17 

https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bills/68
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/24258
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/4366/Detail
https://sdlegislature.gov/
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes?Statute=26-6

