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23.282.10 98th Legislative Session 65

2023 South Dakota Legislature
Senate Bill 65

Introduced by: Senator Schoenbeck

An Act to modify the compulsory age for school attendance.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

Section 1. That § 13-27-1 be AMENDED:

13-27-1. Any person having control of a child, who is not younger than five or
older than six years old by-the-first-day—of September first, or any child who, by-the-first
day—of September_first, is at least six years old;but—-whehasnet-exceededtheageof
eighteen, shall cause the child to regularly attend school, either public, nonpublic, or
alternative instruction as set forth in § 13-27-3, until the child reaches the age of-eighteen

years_sixteen, unless the child has graduated or is excused as provided in this chapter.

Underscores indicate new language.
f indicate deleted language.
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AH-ehitdrenEach child shall attend kindergarten prior to age seven. Any child who

transfers from another state may proceed in a continuous educational program without

interruption if the child has not previously attended kindergarten.

Section 2. That § 13-27-16 be AMENDED:

13-27-16. Each-sehoeel board_of a school district shall warn noncompliant parents
or persons in control of-ehitdren_a child of compulsory school age that the-ehitdren_child
must enter school and attend regularly;—er—enrrel—in—a—high—school—equivaleney—test
preparationprogram-inacecerdance—with-§13-27-1, or comply with § 13-27-3, and shall

report the parents or persons in control of the-ehildrer_child to the truancy officer for the

district if the warning is not heeded. All school board members, superintendents, and

teachers shall cooperate in the enforcement of the school attendance laws.

Section 3. That § 13-27-1.2 be REPEALED:
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