
Consideration of Board of Regents Budget Transfer  
Utilities costs have remained high since last year’s polar vortex and continue to increase with the 
current war in Ukraine and drought-like conditions throughout the area. Because of higher market 
prices, some universities are experiencing a significant shortfall in their general fund utility allocations.  
Even with the authorization to transfer utility allocations among the campuses, there is a projected a 
utility fund shortfall of $692,511. 

The Board of Regents would request authority to realign anticipated general fund reversions of 
$630,000 from the South Dakota School for the Blind and Visually Impaired and the South Dakota School 
for the Deaf to help cover the system’s utility shortfall. The Regental System will still be short an 
estimated $60,000 in general fund utility dollars, but this will help cover the immediate funding need 
until we can request a General Bill Amendment for FY23 to cover the remainder if necessary. 

A breakdown of the utility shortfall by campus is: 

Information on reversions is as follows: 

South Dakota School for the Blind and Visually Impaired (SDSBVI) – Approximately $160,000  
The $160,000 reversion is salary and benefits salvage due to open positions and turnover.  SDSBVI is 
actively recruiting for an O&M Specialist, Low Vision Specialist and a Residential Services Professional. 

South Dakota School for the Deaf (SDSD) – Approximately $470,000  
The Harrisburg contract makes up $300,000 of the FY22 reversion and this amount has been reduced 

from the base budget in FY23.  The remaining reversion consists of the salaries and benefits salvage 

from two Outreach Consultant positions, which have been open for the full year and an Audiologist 

position, which was open for 6 months.  These positions have since been filled for FY23. 


