
 
 
 

The South Dakota Department of Public Safety includes 12 agencies 
with the mission to keep South Dakota a safe place in which to live, 

work, visit and raise a family. 
 
 

Our agencies work to protect and serve South Dakota by:  

 Coordinating with state, local and tribal governments to prevent acts of terrorism. 

 Communicating homeland security terrorism preventive and response measures to private and public entities. 

 Providing highway patrol services that protect our citizens and visitors by promoting public safety through 
education, enforcement and example. Commercial vehicle regulation is also part of the Highway Patrol. 

 Providing highway safety grants and information. 

 Compiling and analyzing accident records and motor vehicle crash data. 

 Developing and integrating all hazard emergency plans for disasters. 

 Assisting state, local, and tribal governments with emergency management efforts to prepare, respond, recover 
and mitigate natural and man-made disasters before they occur. 

 Providing fire prevention services including fire reporting, training, investigation, public education, fire 
prevention, code enforcement and other state fire marshal services. 

 Coordinating a statewide 9-1-1 system by providing local governments in South Dakota with technical 
assistance, funding oversight, and monitoring administrative rule compliance.   

 Issuing identification, testing, licensing and regulating commercial and non-commercial drivers. 

 Providing state inspections and weights and measures services for businesses and consumers. 

 

 

https://dps.sd.gov/safety-enforcement/homeland-security
https://dps.sd.gov/safety-enforcement/highway-patrol
https://dps.sd.gov/safety-enforcement/highway-safety/grants
https://dps.sd.gov/records/accident-records
http://dps.sd.gov/emergency-services/emergency-management/preparedness/planning
https://dps.sd.gov/emergency-services/emergency-management
https://dps.sd.gov/emergency-services/state-fire-marshal
https://dps.sd.gov/driver-licensing
https://dps.sd.gov/inspections/state-inspections
https://dps.sd.gov/inspections/weights-measures


The Office of Homeland Security assists in our mission by: 

 Coordinating with state, local and tribal governments to prevent acts of terrorism. 

 Communicating homeland security terrorism preventive and response measures to private and public 
entities. 
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Homeland Security: Actual Actual Actual 

# of Agencies Served by Homeland Security Grants 
 

  

Local 95 108 89 

State 8 8 7 

# of Projects Funded by Homeland Security Grants    

Local 137 122 101 

State 22 14 14 

 
 
The Highway Patrol assists in our mission by: 

 Providing highway patrol services that protect our citizens and visitors by promoting public safety 
through education, enforcement and example. Commercial vehicle regulation is also part of the Highway 
Patrol. 

Seatbelt enforcement efforts by the Highway Patrol: 

 Calendar Year (CY) 2014 – Arrests (A): 5,647 Warnings (W): 2,192 Total Seatbelt contacts: 7,839 

 CY 2015 – A: 5,937 W: 2,292 Total Seatbelt contacts:  8,229 

 CY 2016 – A: 5,617 W: 1,937 Total seatbelt contacts: 7,554 

 December 2016 – issued Seatbelt Directive that instructed all troopers to write citations for every 
seatbelt violation they observed. 

 CY 2017 – A: 10,256 W: 17 Total seatbelt contacts:  10,273 

 CY 2018 YTD – A: 7,870 W: 4 Total seatbelt contacts YTD 18: 7,874 
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FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 

 
Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual 

Highway Patrol:           

Percent of Time Patrolling Public Hwys 61% 60% 54% 59% 55% 

Enforcement Activity:           

  DWI 2,352 2,302 2,329 2,492 2,314 

  Warnings Issued 73,529 74,536 95,515 97,638 87,663 

  Citations Issued 47,721 49,547 56,530 58,470 57,131 

Bus Inspections (Hours) 2,066 729 649 563 203 

Motorist Assists (Hours)  1,277 1,881 1,736 2,347 2,395 

Safety Education Hours 3,878 4,524 3,932 4,067 3,731 

Drug Related Arrests:           

  Felony 617 751 882 1,014 997 

  Misdemeanor 2,332 2,444 3,004 3,386 2,780 



Stationary/Mobile Port Activity:           

  Trucks Checked 591,960 559,608 585,095 659,714 615,068 

Total Miles Driven All Operations 4,879,967 5,002,940 5,227,090 5,264,425 5,057,264 

Fatal Accidents Investigated by SDHP 91/78% 106/80% 86/80% 95/86% 72/78% 

Injury Accidents Investigated by SDHP 929/24% 927/24% 879/24% 1053/26% 912/24% 

Non-injury Accidents Investigated by 
SDHP 2,764/23% 2,652/20% 2,647/21% 2,842/21% 2,876/21% 

 

 

The Office of Highway Safety assists in our mission by: 

 Providing highway safety grants and information. 

 
FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 

 
Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual 

Accident Records/Highway Safety:           

Accidents Processed 15,861 16,963 16,868 17,952 17,465 

Fatal Crashes Processed 118 133 107 111 92 

Highway Safety Projects Funded 105 92 94 117 107 

Motorcycle Safety Courses Offered 310 275 335 339 345 

Motorcycle Riders Trained 1,900 1,709 1,786 1,771 1,741 

 
 

For FFY2019 (October 1, 2018-September 30, 2019), the South Dakota Office of Highway Safety will dedicate funds to 
the following projects that will focus on seatbelt use: 

 Law Enforcement Overtime, which includes seatbelt enforcement if noted after stop 

 Community Outreach Programming (adults, younger drivers, and children) 

 Seatbelt Survey as required by Feds (to determine the seatbelt use rate in SD) 

 Seatbelt Advertising (TV, radio, social media, billboards) 
 
 

Below are images from our FY2018 Highway Safety creative/campaign/ads: 
 
 
Billboard Signage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://dps.sd.gov/safety-enforcement/highway-safety/grants


Wrapped Icons – Zamboni in Pierre             Empire Mall in Sioux Falls 

 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Reaper with the Lieutenant Governor     Print Placement  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summit League Basketball Tournament 

 
 

 
 
 

Building graphic outside of KSFY downtown Sioux Falls (during winter of 2018) 
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The Office of Accident Records assists in our mission by: 

 Compiling and analyzing accident records and motor vehicle crash data. 

 48.6% of all speed-related crashes involve drivers under age 25 

 31% of all alcohol-related crashes involve drivers under age 25 

 Percent of licensed drivers under the age of 25?         15.3% 
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https://dps.sd.gov/records/accident-records
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Black line = Trend     Blue line = Actual 
 
 

 
 

Black line = Trend     Purple line = Actual 
 
 

 
 

Black line = Trend     Green line = Actual 
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Black line = Trend     Red line = Actual 

 

 Seatbelt Use Rate (increase over the last five years): 

 2013:  68.7% 

 2014:  68.9% 

 2015:  73.6% 

 2016:  74.2% 

 2017:  74.8% 
 

 

The Office of Emergency Management assists in our mission by: 

 Developing and integrating all hazard emergency plans for disasters. 

 Assisting state, local, and tribal governments with emergency management efforts to prepare, respond, 
recover and mitigate natural and man-made disasters before they occur. 

 
FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 

 
Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual 

Emergency Management:           

  On-site Assistance/Counties Visited 300/66 400/66 443/66 695/72 599/72 

  Duty Officer Calls 421 348 328 315              257  

  Active Disasters 10 11 10 7                   8  

  # of disaster Project Worksheets 5,992 6,458 6,361 3,435           3,450  

  # of Disaster Large Projects 175 391 616 237              255  

  # of Disaster Payments 85 315 221 121              117  

  # of Disasters Closed this Year 3 2 1 2                   1  

  Total FEMA Disaster Dollars (millions) 179 240 248 161              176  

  # of Mitigation Projects 136 119 134 96              140  

  Total FEMA Mitigation Dollars (millions) 21 23 25 30                 20  

  # of Trainings Coordinated 41 40 41 57                 58  

  # of People Trained 776 683 738 1,105           1,539  

  # of Exercises Coordinated 47 35 38 43                 42  

  # of Exercise Participants 875 1,583 1,610 1,311           1,252  
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http://dps.sd.gov/emergency-services/emergency-management/preparedness/planning
https://dps.sd.gov/emergency-services/emergency-management


  # of Local & Tribal Planning Contacts Made 112 117 123 236              905  

  # of State & Federal Planning Contacts Made 328 344 362 444           2,421  

  # of VOAD Planning Contacts Made 135 141 368 404              283  

  # of Social Media Followers 993 2,500 3,874 4,980           6,049  

 
The State Fire Marshal’s Office assists in our mission by: 

 Providing fire prevention services including fire reporting, training, investigation, public education, fire 
prevention, code enforcement and other state fire marshal services. 

 
FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 

 
Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual 

Fire Marshal:           

  Fire Investigations 71 68 79 86 71 

  Schools Inspected 206 236 223 215 234 

  Fireworks Licenses 386 377 393 375 379 

  Boiler Inspections/Insurance 2,566 2,165 2,409 2,634 2,566 

  Boiler Inspections/State 2,099 2,072 1,913 2,099 2,099 

  Certified Firefighters 188 181 168 206 258 

 Smoke Alarm Grant Program     2,913 2,521 1,200 

 

The State 9-1-1 Coordination Program assists with our mission by: 

 Coordinating a statewide 9-1-1 system by providing local governments in South Dakota with technical 
assistance, funding oversight, and monitoring administrative rule compliance.   

 
FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 

 
Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual 

911 Coordination Fund:            

  Total # of PSAPs 33 33 33 32 32 32 

  Average # of Lines per Month 855,367 836,501 822,908 814,392 806,727 813,917 

  % of PSAPs compliant w/ Admin Rule   41% 45% 75% 82% 100% 

  % of PSAPs/Counties w/ no misuse of funds 68% 98% 99.9% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

  Total # of PSAPs cut over to CPE     1 13 27 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://dps.sd.gov/emergency-services/state-fire-marshal
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The Driver Licensing Program assists with our mission by: 

 Issuing identification, testing, licensing and regulating commercial and non-commercial drivers. 

 

 

Wait Times - Sioux Falls Driver Exam Station – June 2018 
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https://dps.sd.gov/driver-licensing


The State Inspection Program and Office of Weights and Measures assist with our mission by: 

 Providing state inspections and weights and measures services for businesses and consumers. 

 
FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 

 
Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual 

Weights & Measures:           

  Heavy Scales Inspections 2,289 2,281 2,347 2,365 1,772 

  Retail Scales, Pumps, Meters 7,825 11,906 8,410 8,158 8,133 

  Metrology Lab 1,247 1,274 2,503 3,470 3,615 

  Bulk LP   137 61 98 106 

Inspections for Other Agencies:           

  DOE 1,146 1,168 1,096 1,145 1,101 

  DSS 725 859 792 687 754 

  Lottery 16,538 19,641 20,207 20,961 18,196 

  DOH 7,568 8,586 8,349 7,917 7,121 

  DOA 2,346 2,188 2,102 2,120 1,753 

  FM   236 223 215 234 

  USDA COOL Inspections         22 

  Complaints/Requests 33 18/51 21/32 18/28 19/4 

 

The Victims’ Services Program assists in our mission by: 

 Providing funding to programs that offer shelter, advocacy, crisis counseling, and other victims’ services 
to sexual assault, domestic violence, stalking, and other violent crimes. 

 Providing monetary assistance to victims of violent crimes. 

 

 

 

FY18 FY17 FY16

State Funding

    Domestic and Sexual Abuse Program (DASA) 225,000$       225,000$       225,000$       

Federal Funding

    Family Violence Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA) 791,900$       785,131$       784,417$       

    Violence Against Women Act (STOP VAWA) 916,868$       908,287$       911,392$       

    Sexual Assault Services Program (SASP) 350,918$       350,955$       350,915$       

    Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Assistance 9,213,724$    5,316,625$    6,285,230$    

    Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Compensation 119,000$       81,000$          30,000$          

    Access and Visitation 100,000$       100,000$       100,000$       

TOTAL 11,717,410$ 7,766,998$    8,686,954$    

*Amounts highlighted in green are anticipated for a Fall 2018 award

https://dps.sd.gov/inspections/state-inspections
https://dps.sd.gov/inspections/weights-measures

