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Introduced by: The Committee on Judiciary at the request of the Office of the Attorney
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FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to create a cold case reward fund, to provide a continuous1

appropriation thereof, and provide certain provisions regarding the confidentiality of persons2

supplying information to a cold case.3

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:4

Section 1. For the purposes of this Act, the term, cold case, means a felony crime currently5

under investigation by the Division of Criminal Investigation's cold case unit.6

Section 2. There is hereby established in the state treasury the cold case reward fund. The7

fund shall be maintained and administered by the Office of the Attorney General. The attorney8

general may authorize expenditure of moneys in the fund to reward persons providing9

information on cold cases. All disbursements from the fund are at the discretion of the attorney10

general. No single reward may exceed fifty percent of the available balance of the cold case11

reward fund that exists at the time the reward is offered. The Office of the Attorney General may12

accept for deposit in the fund money from any source, public or private. Unexpended funds and13

interest shall remain in the fund. The cold case reward fund is hereby continuously appropriated14

and shall be budgeted through the informational budget process. The creation and funding of15
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this fund does not constitute a waiver of the state's sovereign immunity.1

Section 3. The identity of a person supplying information to law enforcement regarding a2

cold case may be kept confidential if requested by that person and if the confidentiality is3

determined by the attorney general to be appropriate under the circumstances. After a4

determination of confidentiality has been made, the identity of the person supplying the5

information may not be disclosed except pursuant to written consent of that person or by court6

order. No person may use a subpoena, discovery, or other applicable statute to obtain the7

identity of the person. This section does not apply to requests from law enforcement officers of8

any municipality, county, state, or federal agency or department for such information.9


